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named ths Pa beheld his re 
ſway extend over the rich and 
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ol territory to his maſter; but wholly — 
«trained in the field of war, and little 
- ſkilled in the cabals of a court, he 
found; after a life almoft exhauſted in 


+ 
the painful purſuits of glory, the ſmiles * 
of the king's countenance withdrawn. 4 
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4o-binaltide bo his ſafety, and lead lm 
extant ws in al. 
eee He retired; ben, while 


it was yet ſafe to tetire, from the ca- 


pital, and ſought a caſtle of his.own 


near the frontiers of a lately conquered. * 


Serie OY 


ieh ne him. To an 3 


ment he ſummoned an only ſon, whom 
be had leſt behind him in the army, 
and who, thaugh but a young ſoldier, 


had already acquired a portion of fume 


-kttle inferior to that of his father. 
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loved her. 
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& 1 courr non CASTLE. | 
This ſon, whacked er — 


occurred between each campaign, wi; 


reſident at court, and in the palace * 


Aſtolpho firſt beheld the lady Label, 
the daughter of the late king, and 
cult indeed for a young man of the 
coldeſt heart to behold her without 
 gledallthefire of genius with all the ſoft- 
neſs of ſenſibility ; on her. animated 
countenance fare blended majeſty and 
mildneſs; on her brow was pictured 


| commanding beauty; in her ſmile the 


: - moſt winning fweetneſs ; her ſhape was 
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COUNT RODERTC'S carers | | 8 
 fiultleſs, and her de meanour artleſs and 
merits of the young ſoldier a perſon 
the very ſtandard of manly beauty a 
countenance, where every virtue of his 
heart was pourtrayed cultivated 
mind a high and unſpotted reputa- 

tion, did not eſcape the obſervation of 
the lady Iſabel. They had frequent 
opportunities of converſing, and of 
thoſe opportunities a mutual * Was. | 
the reſult.” 


| The reſentment of Aſtolpho became. _ 
implacable, when he heard of Count 
Roderic's retreat; and the very day -. 
"a | B 3 | aſter 
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alter Rhinaldo had, in obedience to his 
father's mandates, quitted the army to 
Join him i in his retirement, orders ar- 
rived at the camp to ſuperſede him in 
his command, and cauſe him to be con- 


veyed cloſe priſoner to the capital. 


p Theſe orders had, indeed, been pre- 
Pere by a letter from the lady Iſabel, 
warning Rhinaldo of the danger which 
chreatened him; —a letter, rendered 
not more dear to Rhinaldo by the no- 
ble proof f it contained, than by the 
tender vows it breathed, of ante 
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COUNT” RODERIC'S CASTLES 7 
In the retirement which his father 
had choſen, Rhinaldo paſſed many me- 
lancholy hours in meditating on his be- 
loved but abſent Iſabel. In vain did 
Count Roderic endeavour to divert his 
thoughts from the ceaſeleſs object of 
their attention, by diſſertations on that 
ſcience in which this he loved ſon had, | 
| from the earlieſt period of life, been his 
pupil, and in which they had both gained 
ſo greata degree of renown. In vaindid 
he encourage, among his men at arms, 
(tor he carried into retirement with him 
a retinue, which cauſed no little jen- f 


| louſy at court,) thoſe martial exerciſes - be A l 
for their courage and e in which. 5 4} 
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vain Gia: the args the Caſtle echo 
| with the ſound of the trumpet.—- 5 


In vain were the banners ſeen waving 
above the battlements. That heart 
which had ſo often leaped at the ſound” 
of martial muſic, which ownedno charms 
but thoſe which blazed in the front of an 
embattled hoſt, now ſhrunk from what 
itdeemeda tedious mockery, and ſought 


0 indulge its feeling amid the 
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and devious foray; Which 
. flanked the Caftle to the fouth, af 
forded this ſolitude, and thither did 
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Rhinaldo daily repair to feaſt his ima- | 
gination on the thouſand chanmgbith | 
which the image of his Iſabel was re- 5 
plete. His father, Who diſcovered his be 
diſlike of ſociety, and probably” in in 55 

fore mealits gend ur hp cable. IR 

ir, forbore, at length; to reſtrain his. * 4 
inclination. They ſeldom met but ar 
table, (from the taſteleſs feſtivity of 
which Rhinaldo retired as ſoon as de- 
ceney would permit him, ) er at thoſe 
hours when the public duties of reli- 
gion ſummoned them to the wein 
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Te: . COUNT: RODERIC'S -CASTUE.. 
- Attheſe duties Rhinaldo was ſo cons 
A his attention to them was ſo 
rigid and undeviating, that his facher- | 
could not forbear entertaining ſome. 
tears, that his melancholy would at 
 Ength enroll him among the religious 
entertained upon light or frivolous 

grounds. The ſociety conſiſted of 

thirty perſons, who had all borne arms 

with a conſiderable degree of reputa-, 
tion. The ſuperior was an old knight, 
| who had led Roderic himſelf in the 
field, and had been. his guide in the 
| path of glory, though he was u from 
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2 youth, inured'co toil, and an age-foſ+ 


hardy. 
whoſe ſociety ſo frequently led the ſteps 
of Rhinaldo towards the Convent, wasan 
hermit, who had built his cell hard by, 


the ſcattered . the n 
bourhood. | 


£13, 4 BO 
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The Ws of St. Julian was ſitu 


ate cloſe to Count Roderic's Caſtle, on 


2 bold and commanding eminence. 0 
n 8 of rock, it ſeemed. 


* 


tered by temperance; vigorous and 
But the perſon, the charms of 


and whoſe diſpoſition, truly charitable, 
had rendered him highly reſpected, as 5 
well by the monks themſelves, as by 


FRE 


= * cobnr novrnre's eures 
. ſearcely eapable of affording nouriſh = 
| e was acceſſible only by a wind- 
ing path of conſiderable length. Steep, 
rugged, and i intricate, it was a taſk of % 
conſiderable labour to gain the ſummit, 

dee ale below never failed to incite in 
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1 "The flinty walls of the Convent: 
. e e elne rockt Win as Ace n- 


—_ ne, It overlooked the e 
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This, as the latter was pe of 

| ſtrength, was a circumſtance of im- 
portafce, and. extreme care was, taken, 
on any proſpect of an attack, to ſecur t 
this poſt, and 70 afford ĩt ample ſuſ- 
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ug w eee 
mentioned, and at no great diſtance | 


from the ſummit, had the bermit, 4 . 
whoſe rer, r 3 2 

ang Ge Peet Gl 2 
that ſpot; when the duties of religion Es 
| had been fulfilled, as. to 
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pg | nts of his 
| beloved label. Here toe (and it u 
Pot ſo dear ta him) could he confide, 


of 
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Father Anthony (for that as 
the hermit's name) was auſtere indeed © - 
towards himſelf, but, like the no, ET 
maſter, to whoſe ſervice. he had now 
devoted himſelf, he wept over the fall. 
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1 Xe Rhinaldo quitted his command to 
E: | "retire to the Caſtle of his father, and 
his viſits to tlie hermitage had grown 
more and more frequent, when 
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one morning, at the approach of dawn, 
he ordered the draw-bridge to be let 


down, and, attended only by one fairh- g 
ful ſervant, took the road which led to 


the capital. They paſſed the day in 


which cloaths for many miles the ſouth- 


ern frontier of that kingdom, and the 


in with unwonted darkneſs, and the 


chill guſt, which began to how from” 
the north, foretold an approaching 


tempeſt. A few drops of thick rain fell 
che darknefs redoubled the diſtant 


chunder began to growl——Rhinaldo- 
e 


ſhades of evening overtook them as 
they gained it's verge. The night ſet 


gave 
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1 COUNT RODERIC'S CASTLE, | 
gave his horſe the reins, and truſting. 
x _  - to the fagacity of this long-tried fa · 
vourite for his ſafety, he proceeded at 
£ | ſervant, catching every now and then 
| a glimpſe of the wild ſcene around, 
by the gleam of the lightning, which 
began to dart with almoſt ene 
e 1 0. aut). 


— 


8 Rugiero (o was Rhinaldo's "Ne 
WE vant called). ſtopped his horſe ſud- 
1 denly, and called to his maſter; & hure 
x ly. my lord, ſaid he, by the flaſh 
4 ww” the lightning, I juſt now deſcried 

the walls of a manſion.” Les 
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COUNT RoDERIC's CASTLE, 10% 


* -Rhinaldo ſtopped, Rugiero bade 


bim look to the right, and between 
ſome tall trees hethought he perceived | 
. ſome riſing turrets. They turned their 
horſes, and made ſlowly and-cautiouſly- - 


for the ſpot. As they drew near, they 


found that their ſurmiſes were true. 


They purſued their route, and at length, 


with conſiderable difficulty, arrived * 


the gate of an old manſion. 


e 
1 


Like moſt of the 60 of | che nobi- 
lity in that kingdom, it was ſurrounded 
by a moat. Rugiero alighted from his 


horſe, and ſlowly began to trace the 
moat n to diſcover, if poſſible, a 
„ bridge 


* | ( 


4 
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| bridge over which they might paſs, and 
at leaſt gain ſome ſhelter from che in- 
elemency_ of the night. He had not 
proceeded far, before he perceived, on 
the oppoſite fide, a draw-bridge drawn 
| up, which made him conjecture, that, 
deſalate as the building appeared, (for 
the walls were in ſeveral parts over- 
mark, as far as the light would permit 
_ be diſcovered, of great ar anti- 
75 eee | 


count RODERIE's TASTLE. 


| he could, bur with Bede probability, 
1 from the . bowling of the form. of 
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counT RODBRIC'S CASTBE. 2 
his progreſs along the margin of the 
moat, and - RhinaWo, having alighted 
as ſtrong marks of decay as the reſt of 
draw-bridge at night muſt be more a 
work of cuſtom than-utility, . 


3 . 


Rugiero, by a very eaſy, but brokem 
deſcent, gained the moat, and boldly | | 
ſtepped into it. He found it very nal. 
low, and aſcending upon the ruins' g 
which had fallen from a low and WEAR 3 
C0 ͤ -. i —_ 
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ng wall on the other fide, hot pie 
the oppoſite bank. He then returned | 
to give his maſter flotice of thi; cir-: 
eumſtance, and to conduct him over. 
| Rhinaldo did not heſitate; taking his 
horſe in his hand, he followed his fer-+ | 
vant. The beaſts ſprung lightly from 
the ruins upon the crazy remains of this 
mouldering bulwark, and che travel 
lers, paſſing flowly round the walls of 
the houſe, arrived at a large and lofty 
-  - Porch, over-hung.with ivy, and mid- 
| leg deepin the graſs, which grew thro! 
the crevices; of the ſtones: with which 
it had been paved. Having faſtened 
n een which grew Cloſe; ro 
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COUNT, RODERIC'S: CASTLE 23 


to one of the pillars, they, retired to 
the extremity of the porch for ſhelter. 
This ſhelter, however, they did not 
find—the rain 7 in upon them with 


violence. 


| Rhinaldo reſolved to try if the door 
was open. . It was not improbable that 
it ſhould be ſo, even if the nl 
were inhabited. In a place ſo deſolate, 
there is little fear of interlopers, mY 
the moat and draw-bridge would pro- 


| bably render the domeſtics careleſs.— 
He raiſed a weighty latch, and putting 


his ſhoulder againſt the door, it opened 
| 40 4 
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advice, upon confideration, he thought 
i beſt to comply. He hallooed aloud, | 
but the ſtorm ſeemed to mock. his ef; 


24 - COUNT RODERTC'S" CASTLE, 


entered. Rhinaldo ſtill held the door 
in his hand, and firmly perſuaded, from 
every thing he had hitherto witneſſed, 
that the houſe was uninhabited, order- 


ed Rugiero to conduct the horſes into | 


the hall, where he determined to reſt 


\ * 


Rugiero ſtrenuouſiy adviſed him to 


learn firſt, whether the manſion were 


actually inhabited or no; and with this 
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forts. He walked ſlowly NY the - | 
hall, but ſtopping ſaddenly, exclaimed; 
% Rugiero, are theſe your ſootſteps | 
which I hear? © No; my Lord, 
anſwered Rugiero, I have not moved 

from this ſpot.” -_ There is fonje- 
body, continued Rhinaldo/ aſs. ; 
ee 4 


He om Rade 1 . a 
| hoarſe voice, in a low tone, exclaimed, 
te peace, fool! are you fit to be truſt= 
ed with a ſecret of ſuch importance? 
Still all was dark; the ſound of the 
footſteps on. the ſtaircaſe died gradu- 
= * let Ron per- 
| mm. 


"26 count RODERIC'S CASTLE... 
plexed. «Stay here,” Gio, ap | 
8 n — E 
3 te mis 
ter was peremptory, and this attendant 
had ſtudied diſcipline in a camp. «4. 
will be cautious,” faid Rhinaldo, mild- 
| ly, in order to ſoften the apprehenſons, 
of his faithful ſervant. « * At all 
events, your remaining here will fe=- | 
cure us 2 _ ſnould * + thing 5 ; 


| Rhinaldo 3 and te- 
ing his way ſlowly and cautiouſly along 


COUNT RODERIC'S CASTLE 27 5 
| caſe, from which the words, which fo 
much awakened his curioſity, had pro- 
ceeded. He judged that this ſtaircaſe, 
though now ſomewhat crazy from age, 
had once been magnificent. It was 
very ſpacious. / He had ſcarcely got 

half way up it; when he heard foot- | 


ſteps above him, as if of ſome perſon. > 


deſcending. He ſtood motionleſs, in 
hopes that, whoever it might be, from 
the ſize of the ſtaircaſe they would paſs 
without deteCting him ; for the myſ-. 
tery of perſons thus moving in the 
dark perplexed him even more than the 
| ſingular ſpeech he had heard, and he 
was more than exer anxious to diſcover 
2 25 


c 
— 
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Bo the YE of it. The FIRED now 
feemed advancing towards him; he 


=, 
* a 


moved a pace to che right, in order to 
avoid a meeting, and placed himſelf 
juſt in the way of the perſon deſcend- 


ing, who joſtled him. A voice im- 


mediately exclaimed, © Gaſpard, why 


do you not ſpeak? © You muſt either 


in ſleep—you may now ſtrike a light — 


— ů in the 
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cOUNT RODERTC'S CASTLE 29 


the door of à chamber MY 
gallery - above, determined ws — 
light in a ſhort time — 

he bent his ſteps - towards — — 
whence it had proceeded. could 


diſcover this place to be a ſpacious f > 
chamber, oe OOO "2 
opened into a paſſage at the farther 


of it, he nnen 
He croſſed the chamber, 4 
the paſſage, at the farther end W. 


2 8 . ry i 
g * * . 0 g lowed 
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of a man | 
he juſt diſtinguiſhed the legs 
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ao COUNT RODERIC'S-CASTLE» 


this Rn enter a bn room at ths 
top of the ſtaircaſe, which ſeemed to 
de a repoſitory ſor very old battered 
and unſerviceable armour, and -worn- 
out horſe - furniture. The perſon he 
had followed. paſſed ftrait to the end of 
the room, and Rhinaldo gained ſuch a 
height on the - ſtaircaſe, as to, ſee him 
ſhove» back a pannel of the wainſcot, 
which ſeemed artificially contrived ſor 
the purpoſe of concealment, and pull- 
ing a bunch of keys from his pocket, 
open a ſtrong maſfy door, plated with 
iron; he e 
ae! T 4 ſhutting 


=. 


count RODERIC'S CASTLE, =_ 


— and halte n 
ne G e 


| ere at | this Si he 
advanced ſome paces towards the iron 
door. He liſtened, and thought he 5 
could hear the ſound of voices; but ĩt 
was ſo indiſtin&t, that he was leſt at laſt 
in doubt whether he had not been de- 
ceived and recollecting g the converſa- 
tion which paſſed on the ſtaitcaſe, he 
reſolved to return and rejoin Rugiero, 
vith whom perhaps he might diſcover 
what was to be perpetrated in the re- 
fectory. He groped bis way den 
again, and at his poſt he found his ſer- 
922992 vant, _ 


him, ed took Ade l. 
ee e be filent and watch, 


4 


 befare they perceived u faint light 
gleam from an arch way on the oppo- 
9 n. 
of whom carried a kind of dark lan- 
thorn. They perceived them to be 
men meanly dreſſed, and of che moſt 
unprepoſſeſſing appearance; one par- 
- ricularly, whoſe profuſion of coaxſe, 
Jong, black hair, was unpleafing}y con- 
 traſted with the livid paleneis of. his | 

| cent, 


: * ; 


—— Siffonant yoice; but 
which Rhinald6 diſcovere@ to be the 
fame which" had addreſſed him on the 
ſtaircaſe, he exchimed, “ Hark! * 
heard ſomething,” e Twas nothing 
but the wind,” replied the. other. 
« Hiſt!” exclaimed the firſt, „ 
pauſed ; where are the ſervants?. 
Locked infleep,” ſaid the other. 


* 


They now placed their light on 4 tible 


Juſt within the earch way, vat e r 
ho had ſpoke firſt; ſaid to che other, 
« why dhe dot youanſer mes when 

vor. bs D | met 


„ 


* 
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met you on the ſtaircaſe?” ci When?” 
ſaid the other. Juſt now—within 

theſe ten minutes.” I never met 

"you have not been up ſtairs. 

Lyar l“ exclaimed the firſt. “May 
I fall dead this inſtant,” returned the 
ſecond, «if I have left che refectory. 
5 Hey! what ails you? you tremble. 
ER... © matter,” ! exclaimed the firſt, in 
EE a filtering voice. Give me the bot 
dle. He took a ſmall wicker bottle 
een, It 


'F; 
! 


ger.“ * He rectiveddrom bin _ 
* of e * 
1 1 — * 


* KN. mor Ars wg 4% Ye 
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which he ſtuck i in his girdle. 66 Shall 
you want me?” aſked the ſecond man. 
« No,” faid the firſt; go wait for 
my lord e ſhall not want you, till! 
| the body is to be diſpoſed of 


« Mercy on us! cried the Sm in 


an awful but tremulous tone. The firſt 
turned ſhort round upon him, mutter- 
ed ſomething between his teeth, and 


walked ſlowly acroſs the hall towards 
another paſſage, while the ſecond man 
moved towards the ſtaircaſe, which he. 
aſcended. 

| Rhinakdo and Rugiero, with a as * 
te noiſe as poſſible, followed the firſt 
1 Ds man; 


Pa. "4 - 


* 


+ 
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dn yer Wey could not -progred fo 


tempt, and Rhinaldo gained the door, 
Juſt as he had placed the lanthorn on 


| | he ſtopped ſuddenly at a low arched 
4 _ e OE 


 filently, but that they cauſed him to 
var round ſeveral times. The loud 


neſs of the ſtorm, however, deceived 


him and he continued to move for- 


ward, chrough a winding paſſage, til 


54 


-Rhinaldo drew his fword, and . 


e forward to prevent his ſhutting it. 


again. This, however, he did not at- 


tte floor, in the middle of a finall 


{NO Lee bs 


"Oe: 


- * a n 4 
— n 4 2 ap 
if . 2 


coowr ne cAsvxx- a I 


coop, He ftood with his arms folds 
ed, and his face turned towards Rin+ 
naldo, Never was 4 countenance' ſo | 
ghaſtly and horrid: It betrayed a moſt 
| diabolical agitation of mind. Aſter 
ſtanding thus for a few ſeconds, he 
ſtooped down, and, feeling along the 
floor, laid hold of an iron ring, by 
which, after a few efforts, he pulled up a 
trap door, and diſcovered, by the gleam 
of the lanthorn, a broken flight of ſteps, - 
Rh | 
oer bes d Rinaldo w . 
that there was not a moment to be loſt, 
If this ruffian ſhould once get beneath | 


3 
4 9 * 
U [4 
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the trap- door, the murder he meant to 
perpetrate (and of his intention there 
could not remain a doubt) might be 
3 committed in ſafety. Impreſſed with 
= this idea, he ſprung forward. The man 
© turned round at the noiſe, and on the 
inſtant received Rhinaldo's fword to the 
very hilt in his breaſt. He fell into the 
= - vault, uttering a deep groan—the lan- 
worm was clenched in his hand—the 
trap-· door fell into its place as he de- 
| ſcended, and Rhinaldo, with Rugiero, | 
who had Juſt entered the room, re- 
en e, in the moſt i e : 


= 


: 


STONISHED at this circum- 
ſtance, Rhinaldo pauſed for a few, 
ſeconds ; bur recolleCting that it was 
poſſible the light might not be extin- 
guiſhed by the fall, he felt Pelton 


_— 


ring, and lified che * His. 


hand of the n= the flame 

Within it was burning the horn. Ru- 
gioro picked it up, and having ad- 
Juſted the candle within it, began to 
ſurvey the vault into which they had 5 
deſcended. * 

| It was narrow, long, and Tow; and 

at the end of it was a very ſmall archet 


« 4. 


: door-way, and a door apparently very 
"thick, and Hortnidably” ſecured with 
bolts and bars. Rugiero puſted the 


door * and is _— 


SLIT 


garmed by a be groan from the 
pace, hate ve it might be, to pic 
it opened. He had not time, e 

to ruminate long on this circum 
his maſter called to him in a very Tow 
voice from the other end of the vault, 
and when he came near, made kim a 


ſign to liſten; he did fo, and Kr 


diftintly the foorſteps of a man walk- 


ung in a haſty and agitated flep oer 


their heads. Every now and then he 
pauſed, as if to liſten to ſomething, 
and after a few minutes, they heard. 


exclaiming 1 in aJow t tone « Fabian v ; 
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This was repeated. ſeveral times 
and Rhinaldo at length perceiving that 


it was addreſſed 1 towards the vault, an- 
ſwered in as hollow a voice as he could 
— dne 


a ** 2 ys 2 iow. the: 25 5 f 5 e . 1 
Als it done?” exclaimed the un- 


3 15 known perſon from above. 4 It is,” 
anpvered Rhinaldo, © 'Tis well,” 
reſumed the voice from above. 2 Con- Th 
vey the body into the vaulted 8 
lay it out on the table, and cover it "ib, 
the mantle which I ſhall ſend you.” — — 
They then heard the ſteps of this per- 
| ſon moving towards the door, and the 
ſound of them ſoon died away. 


Rhinaldo, 
* 
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- Rhinaldo, who now grew more am- | 


ious than ever to diſcover thismyſtery,. 

took his reſolution on the ſpot, and, 
with the aſſiſtance of Rugiero, ſtrip- 
ping the doublet and cloak from the 
body of the man he had killed, he put 

them on, pulling his hair over his face, 
and diſguiſing himſelf as artfully as he 
could with the blood which ſtill lowed: 
from the wound he had inficted. He 
hen put on Rugiero's hat, which being 
much Plainer than his own, was well cal 
culated to give additional concealment 

to his countenance z ; and, with the aſſiſt- A 
ance of this ſteady and faithful domeſ-- . 


tic, lifting the trap-door,- conveyed the, bo 
b | $ body, „ 
a — | ws | | . 


3 ineo the vavked chamber above, 


rected. 


© This done, they prepared to ſecure. 
| the meſſenger who ſhould be ſent with 
the mantle, and who they judged would 
| prove the perſon they had befege ſeen 
in company with the hah Wini wee 
min. In order to effect this, Rugiero, 
drawing his ſword, placed himſelf cloſe 
10 the door of the room, juſt within 
| the portal, while his maſter ſtood at 
the front of the table, on which the 
body was placed, and fo much in front 
of the lanthorn, which he had con- 
ay . trived 
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trived ſhould throw but a dim gleam® 
of gin, chat 2. or entering ie 
of a man, but was not enabled to dif | 
co. OO Nl CE vos 


They had not es che yt 
many minutes before, as they had con- 
jectured, the perſon they ſo lately faw. 
on his ſhoulders. He walked ftrait to- 
wards Rhinaldo, to whom he faid;—. 
Fabian! my Lord requires you to 
attend him a; the head de ret 
| ſtaircaſe.” 


5 i4 
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8 Ile had ſcarcely uttered theſe words, 
before Rugiero, advancing from the | 
door, ſeized him by the collar, and 
Rhinaldo doing che ſame, the fellow 
fell down ſpeechleſs with horror. They 
_ * raiſed him immediately, and Rhinaldo 
warned him, that to utter a ſingle ex- 
clamation would prove fatal to him,— 
He fell on his knees, and in the moſt 
earneſt manner entreated them to ſpare 
his life. Rhinaldo told him that his 
ſaſety wholly depended on his conduct. 
Diſguiſe nothing from us, ſaid he, 
«and you have nothing to fear. 
« Sir,” faid the trembling' TY 
I willconceal nothing, but my Lord, 


” - 
% 5 
0 0 , 
. 4B --- . 
# 3 e 
2 ; 


count now's CASTLE... * 


by this time, waits for Fabian and - 
el, at che head of the great ſtaircaſe,” 


After a moment's pauſe; Rhinaldo fad, 


« think I can truſt thee fo far. Thou 
ſhalt attend me to thy Lord but mar 


well my words the very moment in | 


which, by a ſingle word or action, mou 
attempteſt to betray me, I here ſucar, 


whatever may b be the conſequence of it, 
ſhall be the hiſt of thy life.” 8 Wong 


377 244 
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-Rhinaldo then threw the mantle over 
the body. of, the ghaſtly Fabian, and 
| commanding the trembling wretch be. 
fore him to conduct him to the grear 
ſtaircaſe, he gave the lanchorn 1 into his 
241 T. handy, 


- 


abs — wth wie Aon rngs — ͤf = — * 
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be paces, but, at his peril, _ 
A 


4 


— 4 * +. 4 { - * * pey 


In this manner they proceeded, leay- 
ing Rugiero in the vaulted room. — 
T hey had ſcarcely. gained the foo of 

| the ſtaireaſe, before they perceived a ; 
8 man walking at the top of it, with a 
ſmall taper in his hand. He was richly 
dreſt, but had a ferocity i in his aſpect 
hat did not eſcape unmarked by Rhi- 
naldo, who kept as "much behind his 
. conductor as poſſible. | SUNOS 
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The man at the head of the ſtair- 
caſe no ſooner perceived them, than 


he ordered them, i in an impatient tone, 
to follow. him, and turning haſtily, J 
walked along the gallery, into which, 
the gleam of light had led the ſteps of 
Rhinaldo, when he was laſt on the ſtair- 
caſe. He paſſed through the ſame. 
chants which he had before paſſed, | 
entered the paſſage, aſcended the nar- . 
row ſtaircaſe, and ſhoved back the pan . 
nel in the little room above it.. 
then opened the door, and diſcovered, = 
to Rhinaldo a ſcene, which excited hies 
utmoſt attention. A few ſteps de-. 
ſcended from the door he had opened 8 2 
l. Anto 2 * a 
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into a lofty and fpacions apartment, the 
furniture of which, though one could 
perceive that it had been once mag - 


nificent, bb ag old and de- 


p * 5 
At a table, on which was placed a dim 


lamp and a crucifix, he could perceive 
à lady richly dreſt. Her elbow reſted 
on the table, and her check on her 
| who preceded Rhinaldo 60 to him 
and his companion, and ordered them 
_to ſtay without. He then prockeded 
down the ſteps. The lady caſt her 
ee him as he entered, threw 


* e them 


* 


* | 
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them with a ſupplicating lock towards | 
heaven, and again fixed them on her 5 


and beckening the lady, in a ſtern tone 
of voice ordered her to follow him. 


What more am L. to ſuffer?” ſaid 
ſhe. © What farther ſcene of re 
ervelty am I to witneſs?” - ; 


He beckened 1 * his com 
panion into the room. The lady ftart- 
ed wildly when ſhe ſaw them. + ; 
ad the, „ if I am to be mund, d, 

E 2 


22 
perpetrate your crime on this ſpot.” 
Saying this, ſhe ſeized the crucifix; 
claſped it to her boſom, and fell on her 
knees before the book, which lay open 
on the table. The perſon who had 
cauſed this alarm then took her under 
one arm, and making a ſign to Rhi- 
naldo to do the ſame by the other, ſhe 
ſuffered herſelf to be conducted, wich- 
out a murmur, whitherſoever- they 
ſhould chooſe, ſtill holding the crucifix 
w_ w_ wy 


7 
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/ Rhinaldo, ſtruck with compatſion at 
the ſituation of this lady, was repeat- 


| * tempted to qr 8 comfort in her 


* 


* 8 N 6 N N | 9 
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ear ; but he thought a premature diſ --. 
covery of his deſign might in all pro- | 
bability baffle every attempt he migt 
make to ſerve her; he therefore pro- | 
ceeded, holding her till by the arm, 
till they gained the vaulted chamber, 
when the perſon who had conducted 
her to it thus addreſſed her: © Adulte- _ 
reſsl'— She raiſed herſelf from the 
arm of Rhinaldo, © Monſter ! 2 aid 
ſhe,” © at leaſt, 92200 my fame — thou 
knoweſt the falſhood of that inſinua- 
tion,” —* That mantle,” —ſaid he, 
pointing to that which lay over. the 
body of Fabian, was the work 1 
N hands, and deſigned doubtleſs * 
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a preſent to me.” © Never,”—an- 
ſwered the lady. heaven knows. — 
They to whoſe power it was my lot to 
bow, knew too well that it was not de- 
| ſigned for mee. | 


. Perhaps,” returned he, with an 
air of the moſt ſavage triumph, © it. 
was deſigned for him who now wears 
it.” At this the lady ſtarted——ſhe 
looked wild with apprehenſion and ter- 
ror—ſhe advanced towards the table— 
ſhe claſped her hands together, and 
eagerly! looked onthe mantle It can 
not be fad ſhe— you are not ſuch a 
monſter. The man advanced; and. 
ee TUM 5 with 


* , 
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with a  barbarous readineſs, ſeized the . 
taper which his attendant carried, and | 
held ir before. her... © Lift up the man» | 
tle,” ſaid he, to Rhinaldo. Rhinaldo 

ted it, fixing his eyes full aun 
and diſcovered * . of e | 


Gund hanranylts ke 1. 
46 what cum all this mean?” She ſtag- 
gered ſome paces back, and. was caught : 
in the arms of Rugiero, who had ad- 5 7 
w ma may to aſſiſt his maſter 3 
— homing 
amn — 


* * 
—— 


* 
9 
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„ Conſummate villain!” faid he 
and he flew at Rhinaldo. Rinaldo, 
Whe watched his eye, drew at the 
_ fame time, beat down the thruſt 
which was made, with extreme rapi- 7 
dity, at his breaſt, and, returning it, 
buried his ſword in his adverſary's 
| body; but perceived, on recovering 
| his guard, that he was himſelf 
* ever, advanced towards the lady, and + 
ſeeing her ſomewhat recovered, at- 
tempted to explain to her that the per : 
fon for whole life ſhe ſeemed e > 
biy ſafe but be ; pouredchi intclli- | 


” 20. ; 
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gence into a deaf ear. HFarraſſed to 
death by the cruelties of her oppreſſor, 
and the ſcene ſhe had witneſſed, ſhe 
| ſeemed inſenſible to all around her. 
Rhinaldo and Rugiero conducted her 
flowly to the apartment in which they _ 
had found her, and placed her on the 
bed. Bie be ee 


g Rhinaldo then inquired whether 
there were any female ſervants in the. 
houſe, and hearing that there were 
two, he went, attended by the com- 
panion of the deceaſed Fabian, to 
awaken them, and in a ſhort time pro 


” 
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After taking care that every poſſible 
 affiſtance ſhould be given to her, Rhi- 
naldo turned his thoughts once more. - 
towards the vaulted chamber, and leav- 

| his if. Rugjero, he ordered Gd 
| pand (for ſo was Fabian's comrade 
called) to attend him ; and again pro- 


cCeeded down the ſtairs, determined to 


explore the vault, in which the miſ- 
creant, be had ſo lately puniſhed, had 


„ 1 | 1 
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As they entered the room, the firſt | 

object that ſtruck them was the body 

. of the n who had juſt fallen by, 
a.  _ Rhinaldo's 


2 * 5 - 2 
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Rhinaldo's ſword. Rhinaldo held the 
taper to his face, and contemplating 


his features, though now fixed by the 

. agonies of death,. Is not this,” ſaid 
he, to Gaſpard, * the Lord of St. : 
Amand?”” Gaſpard anſwered in the 
affirmative. © Rhinaldo felt the body: 
but no ſigns of life remained. He | 


then ordered Gaſpard to raiſe the trap- 


door, and followed him into the vaults 
They proceeded along this dreary ſub- 3 
terraneous paſſage, till they came to 
the little door at the end. This, after a 


ſome labour, they unbolted, for the 
 faſtenings were numerous and ſtrong; 


and deſcending by a narrow broken 
F ſtaircaſe, I 


5 
14 1 
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ſtaircaſ ale, entered as diſmal a dungeo n, 


— nes aj 
en. 1 


ee Ra 
"of a man, ſeated on a large ſtone, to 
which he was chained. As they opened 
the door, he caſt 2 languid eye to- 


wards them, and exclaimed, © I ſhall. 
. at laſt then find an end to my miſeries! 


Do not fear to perform your commiſ- 


ſion— but, if you have any compaſſion 


leſt, bear the ring which you will find 
in my boſom to che viſe of yo 
be ”, . , 


ky 
— 
” of 


| OR 
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- Rhinaldo advanced towards him. 
<< Have you,” reſumed the priſoner; 


e compaſſion enough to promiſe me 
that favour?” « Count Tancred!” 
faid Rhinaldo, aſtoniſhed at the voice 
which Ade Of him. My friend — 
R 1 I A 


x { £ A , 2 a * » | 


The priſoner leaped in ſurpriſe from 
his ſeat, but, reſtrained by his chains, 
| he funk down again. ity, © 6 Know ye not 
Rhinaldo ?” faid the young knight, 
and ſprung forward to embrace him. 
The priſoner folded his arms about his 
friend; but the ſurpriſe proved too 


much for him, and he ſunk ſpecchle 8 


a, * 


7 % 1 . 
FA wah ol 


6 erxx. 
_ 
4 2 „ 8 5 
= _— 
6 —— = 
R hi utio t Rhinaldo 6 
Xe _ — = 
: < Tuer. | : 
aer. = 25 
| = — 
* e gh 
| = = F 
N 
dagge * whic . dropped 
from he-fell | 
_ — : 
; | 
— 


rn 


| COUNT \RODERIC's: CASTLE 63 


returned. Count T'ancred's boots were | 
dit down and taken off, but the link 
was ſinaller than they had fuppoſed— 
it was neceſſary they ſhould. 1 un- 
locked or filed / | 


4 Gaſpard Shi ah Rhinaldo, that the 
key of the Count's fetters was proba- 
bly in Fabian's pocket, which was im- 
mediately ſearched, and Count Tan- 
ered, whoſe impatience would only 
ſuffer them to nolock the link which 
" faſtened him to ftone, wrapt his g 
chains round his arm, and followed his ; 
friend out'of the dungeon. His mind 
was * * a maſt inſatiable cu- 
rioſity 


/ 


— * 
% 

* I. 
wo 
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riofity—he aſked a thouſand queſtions 


in a moment. I will lead you,” — 

aid Rhinaldo, “to one who will aſſiſt 
„5 in my detail—for, to ſay the truth, 
| I am, at preſent, rather weary,” 2 


- 


„Aide is at this time: acchmpa- 
nying his friend up the ſteps of the 
vault. © You look faint,” faid Count 
Tancred * You bleed too, my 
friend l They reached the vaulted 
chamber, where the Count was finally 
— ents e 


Io 40 Heie, * a0 Rhinaldo, he ya ur 


Tom: Tancred furveygd the bodies. 
BY e Mioercileſs 
8 © 


«© Mercileſs barbarian !” ſaid he, as 
he contemplated that of the Count 
ſerved for me? But Rhinaldo, „con 
tinued he, in a faltering voice, there 
4 beauteous and n 


victim He, . 
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Rhinaldo threw himſelf into a chair. 
J feel“ ſaid he, too much em, 
barraſſed, by a ſlight wound I have re 
ceived, to accompany you up ſtairs, 
This perſon will conduct you where 
your queſtion will be more efficaciouſly 
reſolyed; But ſtay—ir will be proper, "71S 
perhaps, to ſecure" the fidelity ef Fr © 
"ot | guide— * 


66, count nopmc's. carrie. 
guide—ſo ſaying, Rhinaldo pointed to 
which lay on the floor. . But you, 
my friend,” faid Tancred, taking up 
che ſword, 5 You want aſſiſtance.— 
« You will find my old ſervant, Ru- 
giero, above,” faid Rhinaldo, “ ſend 
-him to me.” SET 


Count Tancred now quitted Rhi- 
Wade. and, under the direction of Gaſ- 
__ Pard, fought the apartment of the lady. 
| ' Rhinaldo, had not been leſt many mi- 
mnes in the vaulted chamber, before 
 Rugiero attended him. He examined 
_the Wann. 


% 


RY 
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flight indeed; but by ſubſequent irri- 1 
ration much inſſamed. He dreſt it. as 
well as the little aſſiſtance be was ena 3 | 
mit him, when Rhinaldo, addreſſing: | 
him with an air which marked the con · 
fidence he repoſed in him, ſaid, 7 It 
will be impoſſible for me to purſue my, 
Journey in this ſtate—mark. attentively 
the commands I am about to lay upon. 5 
| you—make with all ſpeed towards the 
capital, and at the third houſe to the; 
right, in the narrow ſtreet which leads, A 
from the little ſquare to the back of h- 
palace gardens, you will find my old; 
"rains; and your former comrade,, 
F 2 Bernard 


68 . coonr RODERIC's CASTLE. 
Bernard "Tilly; he will take Kare Un 
your horſe remain i in His houſe "all 
night, and when you hear the palace 
clock ſtrike twelve, repair to the high 
bridge chere you will find a man 
walking muffled up in his cloak, with 
- His hat drawn over his Wr 
this man immediately, and ſay to him! 
ges or no?” If he ſhould aver 
. « yes,” TepalFto me with all ſpeed.— 
If © no,” follow him without ſpeak- 
x ing, and whatſoever you may judge 
may be for my ſervice, execute it ſud- 
deny and boldly. Know, Rugiero, 
that the taſk I impoſe On eee e 
ITY 1 and intre i ler 
| I . 


69 
Thave had ſufficient experience of your 
heart and mind, to bid me rely with 
confidence on you. You will perhaps 
want money in the progreſs of the u un- 


we ac this mage”. 
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 Rhinaldo. Ea proſe a ring to 
e 140 Call on Ben Napthali, 
who lives to the weſt of the great 


ſquare, and he will ſupply you, on | 


fight of 1 Fe with whatever FO£g 1 
| Rugieroz though he knew not what 
it was to diſobey his. maſter, and felt | 
himſelf honored by the confidence re- 


5% "count nobrlns"cabity. 
poſed in tim, yet could not help fug- 
geſting that he felt ſome EE 1 
leaving him in his preſent ſtate 
wounded, and in the houſe of his ene- 
mies. But Rhinaldo foothed his ap- 
prehenſions, by telling him that Count 
Tancred was with him, and that there 
wete, as he had learned, Wa _— a 
ids domeftics inthe houſe.” * 


+4 2.4438; — 


— — 
up ſtairs, who found Count Tancred 
and the lady 1 in a more convenient 
apartment than that in which ſhe had 
been confined, to which the women, 
| who had been called to attend her, had 
be "TY 3 Na, 
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had humanity enough to remove her, 
went to ſeek for his horſe, and having 
found both his own and that of his maſ- 


ter under the porch, from which they | : 
had not moved, he ſet off by the ligt 


of the dann, which juſt now began 
to appear, in ſearch of ſome place in 
which he might find provender for * 
them: His eyt ſoon directed him to a 
building, teſembling a ſtable, which 


* 


which ſtill afforded a tolerable ſhelter, 


and opening the door, diſcovered th 
be had not been deceived. In this fla 
die he found. a man occupied in ſad- 

| BE 


He led his horſes gently in his had, 


% —— 
5 _ 
k 
dling | 
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S 4 
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my 
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Ai hic. "This man ſtarted at ſee- 
ing Rugiero, and let fall the faddle, 
eee ee | 


* 
* - 4 * 
* % % * ad 2 
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ſword, and the man ſeizing the horſe 


| haſtily by the bridle; drew him, un- 
| faddled as he was, out at an oppo- 


ſite door. Rugiero, encumbered with 
Fe horſes, knew not readily what 
to do. In an inſtant, however, he 
- quitted'them both, and ruſhed on foot 
through the door at which this per- 
fon bad fled. > He found the man 
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the horſe, who ſeemed to be poſſeſſed 
of much fire, for he ſprung forward in 
a moment with conſiderable agility, 
Rugiero ſprung forward alſo, but in 

vain. The man preſſed his horſe eager- 
ly, and, circling the houſe, gained the 
the thickeſt of the fore. | 
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| Rint. at firſt, eee of purſu- 
eee | 
le ep an . —— 

exhauſted 


| befides, be almoſt impoſſible to trace 
him in a wild {6 trackleſs and deſerted 
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| exhauſted with x fati igue, and the want 


* 


of. provender, while that of the fugi- 


as the forcſt; he therefore contented - 
neee chica fr 


be placed before his maſter's horſe and 


the houſe to acquaint Rhinaldo with the 


| eee eee eee e 


it tins the Show an 3 N 
whach he could not reſiſt, induced him 
firft to turn into the vaulted chamber, 


counT noDunne's CANTLE. * 
le e imagined he diſcovered 2 
cauſe of the ſingular circumſtance 
which had juſt occurred. He found 
removed from the middle of the rm, 
where he had left it, to a corner cloſe. 
under the window, which” was opened = 
to admit che light of the drmm, pro- 


bably for the purpoſe of contemplats 
ing the face of the deceaſed. © 7 


He had now little doubt but that one 
of the ſervants had, during the period 
in which he conducted Rhinaldo up 
bes, ———— 


+ ; 


en — 'RODERIC's- IC's-CASTLE, 
| andeſcovered the death of n 
St. Amand. R 2 
EN my” 'Y - Ft; 
"This « cireumſtance, as "he oY 
ſaſety of his maſter, and he haſtened 
to inform Rhinaldo of it, who gave 
him full credit ſor the fidelity of his at- 


tachment towards him, but continued 
to urge him ſtrongly to haſten his de- 


„ * - * * - 
— 


| Rugiero, therefore, returned to the 
table, and his horſe being ſomewhat 
refreſhed, he * him to the draw- 
bridge, 


Ms 
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vridge, M's letting it down, paſſed 

over it, directing his courſe towards 

chat part of the foreſt from which he 3 
judged that his maſter and himſelf hac 
deviated, when the ſtorm had com- 
pelled them to ſeek refuge in the man- 1 
ſion. i, Fg | | 
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kx Counteſs St. Amand, for 
ſuch, by the reproaches of the 

Count, Rhinaldo perceived her to be, 
cent indiſpoſition which the horrors of 


” * x * 1 2 - 
© ” 
- a * * 


the night had cauſed. Though ſhe, 
could not but feel deeply and awfully _ 
impreſſed by the fingular events which. 
had taken place, ſhe did not affect any, 
extraordinary degree of concern for the 
death of a man, whoſe cruel and fe- | 
rocious diſpoſition had rendered him 
the deteſtation of all who knew him; 
her health indeed ſeemed to have been 
impaired by the inhuman conduct of 
this barbarian towards her, and the 
 rofes had faded in her cheek. She 
was, however, notwithſtanding this, 
extremely beautiful; and. the beneyo- | 
| lence of her heart was conſpicuous in 
the grativude which, he did not. ceaſe 


—— cs a ht. 5 
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bð5 expreſs towards her deliverer. The 
concern ſhe felt at hearing of his wound, 
 cbuld ſearcely be ſoothed by the tender 
attention of Tancred, nor by the re- 
peated aſſurances of Rhinaldo himſelf - 
that the wound was 'trifling, and char 
he had a thorough confidence in the . 
{kill of his domeſtic, which he had in 
ſome ſimilar inſtances Wy ex- 
er 98 


; The day had now completely dawn- 
ell, and the Counteſs propoſed to Tan- 
cred and Rhinaldo, that they ſhould - 
rake ſome repoſe after the fatigues they 
had undergone ; but- the intelligence 
8 EIN 
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— 
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which they had recently received from. 
Rugiero, of the eſcape of the ſervant, 
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was of too ſerious a nature to permit”... | 


them, for the preſent, to enjoy a 
thought of repoſe ; and anxious as they 
ſeverally were to have the wonderful 
events of the night explained to them, 
they were compelled to delay the gra- 
tification of their eurioſity, and conſult 
together on the meaſures to be purſued 
in a moment ſo n, with Gander; 
to themſelves. | 

| Rugiero, in the mean time, purſued . 
his zourney with as much ſpeed as poſs. 
dble, and arrived, without meeting any - 

nr 6. extra- 
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extraordinary. adventure, at the capi- 
tal. He reached che houſe of Bernard 
Tilly, and, having put up his horſe, 
waited, not without anxiety, for the 
eventful hour of twelve. The clock 
from the neighbouring convent atlength | 
ſtruck, and Rugiero ſnatching up his 
cloak and his ſword, haſtened towards 
the high bridge. He found, as he 
paſſed, the ſtreets deſerted. The in- 
| habitants had all retired to bed—he 
gained the high bridge, and as he ad- 
vanced towards the centre of it, he di- 
covered a man wrapt in a cloak, walk- 


ing with a flow and thoughtful pace to- 


giero, without ſeeming to notice him; | 
when Rygiero, according to his in- 
ſtructions, put to him the queſtion, 
« yss or N02?” The man anſwered 
immediately, N and rapping his 
and procreded forward, 3 5 | 
.much as bene at . 


8 followed him through: Jes 


veral winding ſtreets, till he turned in- 


to a paſſage ſo narrow chat ut involved 
them in compleat darkneſs. Rugiess £ 
continued, however, to follow the man, 
till the paſſage opened into a Kind of 
ſquare, which appeared to be in a ſtate 
RET oi _ G2 : of 
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of deſolation. The ground was rough; 
uneven, and full of hillocks. Their 
path was interrupted by fragments of 
| ſtone, bricks, and rubbiſh; and the 
" Ming avetind Went; be- 
trayed it to be the reſidence of the 
meaneſt and moſt wretched inhabitants 
ol the metropolis. 


They at laſt reached a ſtone build- 


ing, ſeemingly of very ancient ſtruc- 
ture, the entrance to which was a go- 
mic door, ſo low that a moderate ſized 
_— „ rpm | 
\ ; | Rt 
| | ; wp | 


ko ſmall grated wicket in tho mis. 
dle of it was immediately unlocked. 
Some words in a low voice paſſed—the 


| door opened, as far as a chain, which 
was placed acroſs it on the infide; wouck 
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At this door the man tapped gently, . 


gers, appeared as centinels on the in⸗ 


ſide, Rugiero and his conductor were 


admitted they paſſed under the chain, 
and the door was immediately cloſed. 


They paſſed through a long winding: 


paſſage, and up a narrow flight of ſtone 
tairs, at the top of which they tapped 


ata door, and were admitted intoa large. 


N 63 ENT, gloomy, 
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not, on account of the gloomy light 
. which the lamp diffuſed, be very accu- 


rately diſtinguiſhed, were walking 
about the room, converſing with each 
other. When Rugiero was admitted, 


| his. gude approached-themn, and hav=- 
5 faid ſomething to them in a low 


voice, paſſed out of door at the far- 
= end of the room, and in a few 
minutes returned, accompanied by a 
i 
ad- 


— 87 


advanced haſtily. towards Rugiero; 
but ſtopped ſhort. when he had ap- 
proached . near enough to diſtinguiſh 
kim, and ſaid, with ſigns of diſappoint- 
ment, © how is chis? 2 


here? 2”. 


Rugiero, who knew him to be 2 
young nobleman bound by the ſtricteſt 
ties of friendſhip to his lord, explained 
to him ſhortly. the accident which had 
prevented Rhinaldo's arrival ; but add- 
ed, modeſtly, that whatever ſervice .- 
they might think proper to employ 
itn, he lapedind-ecatabie tn 

„ 


1 do not doubt it,“ faid the no- 
bleman: but your lord's counſel and 
conduct on a day like this——his ab. 
ſence affects us—it is, as it were, a 


lümb * _ n 


— 


Hie then mened towards the remain- 
der of the company, and entered into 
a long converſation with them. 


Rugiero, by the light of the taper, 
which this gentleman had brought, 
added to chat of the lamp, had an op- 
portunity of vie wing more diſtinctiy 
a the ſigures of theſe perſons. | They 


3 all armed and accoutred forim- 
W = mediate | 


Gy | : 


mediate ſervice: - The nobleman who. 
addreſſed him, though not completely 
armed, had on: his cuiraſſe, and 'othes . 
| pieces,” which were not ſufficien ** 
cumberous to. prevent his acting ant 
at: £50 12 | wy 
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After having- converſed for ſome | 
time with the reſt, this nobleman'turn- 
ed to Rugiero, and bade him follow 
him. They paſſed through the. door. 
at the end of the room, and arrived at 
2 ſmall chamber, in which there was a- 
common truckle bed and two chairs 
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= 74 This” aid the nobleman, fil 
a 1 — 
added he, let us loſe no time. - 
paſſed through this apartment; and Ge- 
ſcending by a ſtaircaſe on the other fide 
of it, entered a room, in which were 
ſeveral armed men, ſome walking, ſome 
firing down, and others lying on bench 
es. Several pieces of armour hung 
round the walls, and ſwords and pikes 
ſeemed ſcattered careleſsly abour. ..- | 


Come, my friends,” faid the no- 
bleman, as he entered— our hour is 
arrived; twelve of them then took: 


. 
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up their arms, and che nobleman, fol- 


lowed by Rugiero, led them to the 


gate at which the latter had entered. 
mam 


| Theypalſdoverh auler. | 
the new bridge. They did not paſs over 
it, but paſſing down on one ſide of the 
river, diſcovered at no great diſtance. 
a boat, in which fate two men. 


4 = +” 
X a. 
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Theſe men aroſe at their approach, 
and the nobleman having ſaid ſome- 


thing 0 them, ie Rugjarounk. 
follows Lan 


| = Ts 
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I muſt now leave you, as my pre- 


2 ; ive is demanded elſewhere. Theſe 


men will conduct you to the gardens 


at the back of the palace—there, if 
fortune befriends us, you will find the 
0 princeſs Iſabel. This will prove an 
eventful night. Your taſk will proba- 
bly require fortitude and preſence of 
mind. If you have the good fortune 
to effect the eſcape of the princeſs, con- 
vey her with all _ to the place 
| whence we now came.” 


-Snjiop thin) tht onblitnes; with 


. Sour of his comrades, departed, leay- 


; us Rugjero with the nels who im- 


* * 
* ef * 
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mediately embarked in the boat pre- 
pared for them. Rugiero now per- 
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\HEY dropped ſilentiy 
le, leſt the daſhing of their 
bars, amid the ſtillneſs of the night, 


\ 
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When they Amed at the back "Y 7 
the palace gardens, which en by | 
a beautiful and terrace 
ſotnd of many re e i 
1y diſcover ſeveral perſons moving on 
the terrace. They now took in their 
ſerved the moſt profound filence.—— 
arms 25 not wbe pere ved. a 
and ordered to bring to. 1 | 
prog however, of this order; theß 


tide, about the middle of the channel, 
when they were alarmed: by the report 
of an arquebuſſe, evidently levelled at 
them; the  ſhor, however, probably 
went over bake heads, as they did not 


96 cover RoDERIC's CASTLE: 
ſtill continued to drop. down with the 


perceive any effect from it. They now 


thought it neceſſary again to ply their 


dars, which they did with ſome effect, 


but remitted their labour upon hearing 


a bugle ſound in the garden, at the call 


. *- of which the ſoldiers, whom they had 


ſeen upon che terrace, ſuddenly diſap- 


an and _ the en ee 


: 
374 e | Rugiero 
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- Rugiero, upon this, reſolved to-land 
there, and ordering the boat to pull in | 
gently towards.the terrace, he threw a 
adder of ropes, with which the boat- 
men were purpoſely provided, over 

the parapet; but the breadth of the 
wall prevented the grapplings, which 
were fixed to the end of the ladder, 
taking hold. They then puſhed the 
bone toad a large flight of ſtone 
ſtairs, which deſcended from a magni- 
ficent portico about the centre of the 
terrace, and entangling their grapplings 
with ſome wrought iron which united 
the gateway with the parapet, Rugiero 
aſcended the ladder, and was followed 
VOL, 1. b by 
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4 
* 


ws the whole of his party, except the 

two perſons he had found in the boat, 

of who ſtill remained to take care of it. 

They paced filently along the terrace, 

and ſought the moſt retired part of the 

garden, intending to conceal themſelves 
in the bowers with which it abounded. 


They had not proceeded far, before 
they diſcovered two women, who paſſ- 
ed ſwiftly between the trees. Terror 

- ſeemed to lend them wings. Rugiero | 
and his party had ſcarcely time to ob- 
ſerve them, before they ſaw their pro- 
greſs impeded by a party. of armed 
men, whoſe leader, advancing towards 
T's . 3 3 
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the women, laid hold on the foremoſt 


of them by the arm, while his party 


ſurrounded them. 


8 me who immediately conjec- 
tured that this muſt be the Lady Iſabel, 

f ordered his men to ſtand to their arms, 

and advanced reſolutely towards them. 

The women ſhrieked, and Rugiero 

heard the leader of the oppoſite band 
exclaim, © It is the ANY Iabel—— 

| ſecure her.. 


„ o 


Upon hearing this, Rugiero ruſhed 


on him, and was reſolutely ſeconded by "ap 


his men, one of whom gently led the 
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women towards the terrace, while the 


reſt, placing their backs towards them, 
in a firm phalanx, covered the retreat. 
In this manner they gained the terrace; 


but the exclamations of the - oppoſite 


party, who called loudly for aſſiſtance, 
and the claſhing of their ſwords, had 


| by this'time ſo far increaſed the num- 


ber of their enemies, that though they 
had gained the portico at which the 
ladder was ſuſpended, they found them- 


ſelves ſo preſſed, that they began to 
give up every hope of eſcape. They 


had found means, however, with the 
affiſtance of the men below, to convey 


| the two women ſafely to the boat, and 


rea is "IP 2 calling 
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calling to thoſe below to puſh off, had 
no thoughts but of ſelling their Ives as 
dearly as poſſible—when the attention 
of the foe was ſuddenly diverted by a 
violent attack on the gate of the por- 

tico, and in an inſtant Rugiero found 
his little forlorn party ſuccoured by a 
| ſtrong reinforcement, who mounted the 
terrace by the rope ladder, - which ftilk _ 
hung ſuſpended tothe iron work of the 1 5 
pottico. | 


The gate in a ſhort time was opened 
by aſſiſtance from the inſide, and a 
conſiderable party, WhO had diſem- 
barked from boats which lay moored | 
| | H 3 | WM 


the ladder, in order to ſecure the re- 


"WP COUNT RODERIC'S e ASTLE, 
to the ſtone ſtaircaſe below, ruſhed at 
once into the garden. The enemy 
found it in vain to contend longer, and 
made a precipitate retreat, in which 


they were cloſely 2 at the parry 
- which had juſt * 


| eee who | bad tuck (though 
very hardly preſſed) eſcaped without a 
wound, was now preparing to deſcend | 


treat of the Lady Iſabel, when he was 
accoſted by a perſon belonging to the 
party juſt entered, who, calling him by 
his name, aſked him, if the lady — 

abe? ; T7 y | 


Rugicro 
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Rugiero knew this perſon immedi- 
ately to be the nobleman he had lo  _ 
lately quitted, and his ſurpriſe at this 7 
unexpected meeting kept him for 2 
moment ſilent. | 


« We have been betrayed,” added 
this nobleman. Our troops have 
met with a warm reception in the 
ſquare, and I have embarked with this 

reſerve to try whether this part of th 
palace would not prove leſs impregna- 
ble than the front; but where,” con- 
 Linued he, * is the lady Iſabel * 


- | by £72 1 * 
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| Rugiero told kim that ſhe was in the | 
boat below, and he deſcended imme 
diately by the ladder. In about five 
minutes he returned. © Rugiero,” 
faid he, „we have been deceived. 
The lady in the boat is not the Lady 
Iabel; ſhe is, however, a lady, in 
whoſe welfare I intereſt myſelf much. 
The duty of the moment will not per- 
mit me to ſtay the Lady Label is 
5 confined in her chamber in the firſt 
16 pep wg ply pon, 
58 I will leave age ene 
more, wi I will er to ran 
your moans you mult attempt to 


65 W- * 
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reſcue the lady. Having remained 
juſt long enough to effect this arrange- | 
ment, the nobleman haſtened towards 
the e 
| Rugjero now took the co mmand of 
the men who were delivered to him by 
the noble man, arid ſought the weſtern - 
tower. He perceived the window on 
the left front it was about the height 
of two pikes from the ground, and 
grated wich iron — he perceived that de 
chamber within was lighted up; he had 
taken the precaution to bring from the 
boat the ladder of ropes; he tied two 
pikes together, and, hoifting the ad- 
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der, fixed the grapplings to the ban 
of the windows and aſcended. The 3 


light in the chamber grew every mo- 
ment more and more vivid. What 
were the horrors which Rugiero felt 
when, upon gaining the window, he 
perceived the furniture and hangings of | 
the chamber enveloped in flames. : 


this dreadful ſpectacle, before he heard 
the claſhing of ſwords, and perceived, 


that his men were attacked below. — 
The garden was again in tumult, * 

the party which had lately landed 
were compelled to retreat to their 
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boats, which enn in much con- 
fuſion. 


Rugiero's guard ſtood boldly on 
their defence, but were preſently over- 
powered by numbers, and compelled 
to ſeek their ſafery with the reſt. - In 
this confuſion Rugiero ſtood ſupported 
by the gratings of the window, till the 


flames began to crack the panes of me - - 


caſement, and his poſt was become to IE 
hot to be longer tenable. He no 

began to deſcend, when, either from 
| the melting of the ſolder, through the 
increaſing heat of the walls, or from 
the rottenneſs of the iron-work itſelf, 


if 


ied 3 > 3 GE ALD | | 
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the grating gave way, and f fel 
2 e + 


: He lay, for ſome time, ſtunned by | 
His fall, and upon recovering himſelf, 
found that the tumult in the garden had 
Ina great meaſure ſubſided. He had 
luckily received no material damage 
from this accident, and now thought : 
of effecting his eſcape; but reflecting 
for a moment on his ſituation, he judged | 
it uſeleſs to proceed towards the. ter- 
race, a the bean hd probably by this 


eine e ſhore. 1 
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Ashe walked ſlowly forwards;doubt- 

| ful what he ſhould do, he perceived 
before him the body of a man, who 
had probably been ſlain in the late 
ſkirmiſh, and who was dreſt in the haz 
bit of the king's guard. 


e 4 *, * * 
"7 


Rugiero heſitated not a moment; 
but ſtripping him of his hat, his buff 
coat, and bandelier, and placing his : 
arquebuſſe on his ſhoulder,” he fell in 
with a party who were in an-irtegulas 
and inſinuating bimſelf among them, 
foon gained n ho/ 
front of the building. | 


> . - we P 
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Aste here found moſt of che troops in 
the city drawn up, and under arnis, 
while a party were employed in extin- 
| og he Hrs: ee ee een 
gran a N 


> Muſing on pals adn fate which 
had probably attended the unfortunate | 

lady, for whoſe fake ſolely he ſeemed 

to have been commanded on his pre- 
ſent ſervice, and ſnudd ring at the bare 
idea of communicating to his lord in- 
telligence ſo pregnant with calamity, 
he quitted the ſquare, unperceived by 
bome ſentries who were poſted at the 
different avenues, but who were em- 


ployed 
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ployed in drinking, and gained the 


high bridge. From the high bridge, 
he ſtrove to retrace his former ſteps 


towards the ſpot on which he had firſt 
| en the noble friend of his lord. In 
this he ſucceeded ; but, on his arrival, 
he had freſh cauſe for aſtoniſhment and 
alarm. He ſaw the ruins almoſt co- * 
vered with dead_bodies—a large. party 

of the king's troops were ſtill there 
under arms the at the little 
door of which he had been ſo cautiouſly 
admitted, was ſmoaking in ruins, and, 
oppoſite to it, were placed two ſmall 
pieces of artillery. In ſhort, there was” 
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every appearance that this houſe had 
been defended to the laſt exrremity. 


* 


RNeugiero retired with a. melancholy 

ſtep from this ſcene of ſlaughter, and 
regaining the houſe of Bernard Tilly, 
he mounted his horſe, and prepared to 
convey to his maſter the heavy and 
heart-breaking intelligence with which 
he felt his mind oppreſſed. _ At the 
eaſtern gate, through which it was ne- 
ceflary that he ſhould attempt his eſ- 
Cape, he judged that he ſhould not be 
able to paſs without ſome difficulty, — 
He reſolved, however, to depend. on 
a | the 


a * 
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the coat he wore, and the tale he ſhould = 
be able to fabricate, in all probability 
this would ſcarcely _ have ſucceeded ; 
but he was not put to the trial—he - 
found the poſt deſerted—the guard had 
been recently attacked, and the gate 
 forced—he now took the road towards 
the place where be had lt Rhinaklo, 3 
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UGIERO rode on, wrapt in 
mournful meditation, till he came 
to the ſkirts of a wood. As he entered 
the hollow way, which led through this 
wood > he heard a noiſe of the gallop- . 


6 [5 ing 
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ing of horſes ata diſtance behind him. 
He turned round, and perceived 3 
troop of horſemen; at the diſtance of 
about a quarter, of a mile, . preſſing 
with all their ey — him. 


as be Ml A 
encounter theſe men, he put his horſe 
forward, and perceiving a narrow path, 
winding through the thicket on his 
right hand, he turned his horſe into it, 
and giving him the ſpur, and defend- 
ing his face as well as he could with his 
hand, he ſpeedily loſt ſight of the road. 
He purſued the path, which became 
gradually more open, till thinking 


12 him- 
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himſelf well concealed from the horſe- 
men, / whoſe approach had alarmed 
as he pauſed. He had the ſatis- 
Aion to hear them- paſs along the 
road, without attempting to turn out 
of * He then thought of returning 
the way he came, but perceived the 
thicket ſo deeply entangled, that he- 
was compelled to purſue the path ſtrait 


It extended a as lis pro- 


of ceeded, till it opened into a green 


ſward, ſhaped like a little amphithea- 
tre, and ſurrounded, on all fides, by 
- the wood. As he entered. this place, 


- a 
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he perceived the back of a many who 
-was gliding through the trees at the 
bother end of it. He ſtopped his horſe 
when he perceived this, and, as he 
was meditating on the path he ſhould 
purſue, he was ſurrounded by four 
men, who ruſhed out of the ſurround- 
ing thickets io ſuddenly, that they had 
ſeized upon his bridle and ſword before 
hae was aware of their approach. 


They told him he was their priſoner, - © 
and, bidding him diſmount, tied his 
hands behind him, and led him thro” | 
the thickeſt of the under wood, — his 5 
horſe being conducted hes one of them 
13 _ 


1 
N Þ 
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flowly behind. After a toilfome walk | 
of ſome length, their path being in- 
tetrupted by briars and matted weeds, 
And the hands of his conductors em- 
| ployed' in removing the branches by 
| hich they were perpetuilly inter- 
_ Tupted. They arrived at the foot of 
x bock, gradually ſloping from a pro- 
digious height, crowned on the ſum- 
mit wich lofty and majeſtic pines, and 
clad to the very foot with bruſh wood, 
E F — 


: [Beneath this rock were ſome cab- 
branches of tees, and one ee 
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ſcarcely yet begun. Several. perſons | 
were employed in the labour of rear- | 


ing them, whoſe arms Jay by them. 


| Rugicro was conduqed to the largeſ 
of the his, which was built fo as to 
form a kind of veſtibule to a cave, 


which ſeemed to have been ſcooped 
by nature in the ſolid rock. * From 
this hut a perſon advanced to meet 
him, who ſeemed, as he could collect 
from the behaviour of the reſt, veſted ; 
with ſome authority. | 


The men who had ſeized Rugiero 
informed this perſon, that being de- 
l tached : 


e ]⁰ n 2 eng ot oo, Ie Ws Es 4 LDN 
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. raced for forage, "they had fallen in 


| with the priſoner as he Was attempting 


to 9 their retreat, and, as was 
beyond all doubt confirmed by his ap- 


e 
* N ; 2; L4H 5 | 8 


at Trio 0 


" The perſon 1 PE dared; - 


turning to Rugiero, aſked him how he 


came into that ſituation. 1 Bur,” 
added he, „his garb is evidence 


a enough of his intention we "muſt 


teach him, that deſpair has * | 
all | attempts againſt, us dangerous—let | 
him be conveyed aſide, and well 


r will * determine 
on 


* 
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on his fate. Rugiero begged to be 


heard; but the perſon who had given 


theſe orders turning his back upbn him, 
the men who had him i in cuſtody were 
about to convey him away, when be 


perceived an officer of a ſuperior pre- 
fence IPO Ot FER “ 


This officer held by the hand a lady, 


plainly but handſomely dreſt. What 
Was the ſatisfaction of Rugiero, when 
he diſcovered in him the very noble- 
man under whoſe auſpices he had con- 
ducted the buſineſs of the a 


evening. . 


* 


H_ OB 14 — — — 
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The nobleman, to whom. his caſe 
ras referred, knew him immediately; 
ordered him to be unbound, and 
taking him into the cave, alked him 
by what ſingular fortune he had eſcaped 
from the calamities which attended the 
unfortunate events of the night. 


The apartment in the cave was loſty 


= and ſpacious. It received a degree of 


light, juſt ſufficient to render it habit | 
able, by an oblique perforation-in the 


. roof, which joined to the ſurface of the 


rock at ſome conſiderable height above 
the entrance. In this apartment, which 
had in former times been the reſidence 


— 
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ſeemingly very old. At the end was 


a rude altar, formed in the ſolid rok. 


having a crucifix carved with ſome in- 
genuity over it; and in the corner of 
the cave lay a ſmall beditead of wood, 4 
which was covered with fearn, newly 


| Rugierorclated to the young noble- 
the dreadful object which — 
h at. Lady Sel amr; ang. the 
cape· 


- * 
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e Heaven be praiſed!” faid this 
nobleman, who was called Count An- 
' ſelmo;—© all then is yet well. This 
lady, faid he, turning towards the 
lady, whom he held by the hand, *s 
indebted to you for her eſcape laſt 
night. You miſtook her for the Lady 
Iſabel, to whom indeed ſhe is nearly 
related. Upon the ill ſucceſs of our 
laſt attempt, I had the good fortune to 
reach the boat in which you left this 
lady, and the equally good fortune to 
fall down the river under the very walls 
of the fort, which guards the entrance 
of the city, unperceived. We have 
trembled for the fate of the Lady Iſabel, 
£3 $645 38s --- TEE who, 
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who, upon the diſcovery: of our plot, 
vas cloſely confined, But all, I truſt, 
is yet well. Rugiero, continued he; 
« you muſt undertake another jour- 
ney to the city, for your maſter's ſer= 
vice; but, as the alarm is ſpread, it j 
will be neceſſary for you to diſguiſe 3 is 
yourſelf. Where,“ faid he, ſpeaking | l 
to one of his attendants, te 1s the wood 


man, whoſe RE we are ow 


A poor an was a peek called 
to him, who was employed in finiſh- 
ing one of the cabins; but Who was 
cloſely watched, leſt he 3 make 

4 ERR 5 eee 
« You 


D longing to the woodman with faggots, 


* 
= 
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« Tou had better,” faid Anſelmo 
to Rugicro, * change dreſſes with thi 
ſorry toad on which be d hls i 
ow, you may eaſily IT; 
aig” | | 


x To this propoſal Rugiero immedi- 
_ ately conſented. He diſguiſed himſelf = 
like a peaſant, and, loading an aſs be- 


he waited the commands of Anſelmo. 


wy When you have gained the city, 
id che Count, ( repair to here 
he pauſed —— © Hath your lord,” 
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ſaid he, * given you any order to re- 
ceive money in the city? 


Rugiero produced che ring he had 15 


« All ie /right,” continued che 
Count. Aſk of Ben Naphthali a 
thouſand crowns in gold ; when you: 
have got it, wait patiently till che 
colonade in the front of the town-boule, 
where; during the day, the merchants 
ſon whom you faw-on the ingh bhndge : 
but be extremely cautious how you act. 

| Your 


= 
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Your life, and the welfare of your lord, 
will perhaps depend on your care. 
Do not, therefore, whomſoever you 
may ſee there, addreſs him; but place 
yourſelf with your back againſt the 
- fifth pillar of. the colonade from tlie 
right. If the perſon, ſeeing you in 
chat ſituation, ſhould aſk you the queſ- 
tion you formerly aſked, © yes'or n, 
he is your man, Deliver to him the 
thouſand crowns, and attend to the or- 
ders he will give you do not, how- 
ever, loiter long in the ſtreets after this 
interview, as the city patrole wil ſoon 
W mount _— 


* 


—— 
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| Rugiero, | armed with theſe inſtruc- 
tions, ſoon departed; but fearing, not- 
withſtanding his diſguiſe, . an examina» 
tion at the city gates, he. adopted. the 


precaution of ſewing the ring within 
the lining of his pack ſaddle. Nor 


did this care prove needleſs—at the 
gates he under went a ſtrict ſeareh; but 


having taken great care that nothing 
about him ſhould. convey. the ſlighteſt 


ſuſpicion of his being in any degree ſu- 1 
periour to the rank of the peaſant he 


appeared, they ſuffered him to pals. 


U 


As ſoon as he had conveyed, his load 
of faggots to a wretched inn, to which | 
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the woodmen uſually reſorted, .he pre- 

pared himſelf to execute the orders of 
Count Anſelmo. He procured the 
money of Ben Naphthali, and repair- 
ed, when the clock ſtruck nine, to the 
place appointed. He had fſearcely 
placed himſelf againſt the pillar, when 
the. man he had formerly ſeen walked 
nowiy by him, fo cloſe as to bruſh him 
with his cloak. After a ſhort time he 
returned, and perceiving nobody-near, 
addreſſed him in the words he 1 
2 ravght to * 


| pe this „ 
bag from his breaft, in which were con- 
5 2 | x, tained 
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tained the thouſand crowns he 
ceived from Naphthali, and gave 


to the ſtranger, who, putting them un- 


der his cloak, told him to be in the 


ſame ſpot exactly in fix hows—but to 


take particular care, if e 10 
ieee RE 


Rugiero mew to his oils 
ann, and throwing himſelf on a truckle 


Piration of the ſix hours; The clock 


at length ſtruck three he aroſe; and 


haſtened towards the place of appoint; 


e at the corner of a be, 


L 


bed, waited with impatience the en- 


| - 
* 


"x 


1 | 


* 


done, when a man ſpringing forward 


7 * 
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he met the patrole, He ſtarted aſide, 
to avoid the ſerjeant, whoſe ſuſpicions 


were ſo far arouſed by this circumſtance, 


that he immediately ſprung forward, 
and ſeized him by the collar. He was 
ſoon ſurrounded, and after a few queſ- 
tions taken into cuſtody, and marched 
towards the : grard-houſe. 


Tie had not proceeded far beyond 
the town houſe, when the guard, in 


whoſe cuſtody he was, were encoun- 
tered by another party. As ſoon as 
theſe parties came cloſe to each other, 


they halted, which they had ſcarcely 


! 
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* 
- Eu 
* 


COUNT: RODERIC'S: CASTLE. 133. 


rom the midſt of the party which had 
ʒjuſt arrived, ſeized Rugiero by the 
collar, and ſaid to the commander of 
the detachment he was with, This 
is che traitor this is the very man we 
are in ſearch * * you ſeize | 
him.“ | 


The commander, upon theſe words, 
advanced towards Rugiero, gave him 
into the cuſtody of his own party, aſter 
a few words had paſſed between him 
and the ſerjeant of the other detach- 
ment, when the parties ſeparated, each. | 
5 the my they came. 
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The aſtoniſhment of Rugiero kept 

him perfectly ſilent under this accuſa- 
tion ; nor was that aſtoniſhment leſſen- 
ed, by his perceiving that the perſory © 
accufing him was the very man to 

| whom he had ſo lately delivered the 
thouſand crowns, and whit” had pro- 
miſed to meet him. 


1 —— ! 


Ille was now convinced that he was 
betrayed, and that his own life, and the 
deareſt intereſts of his lord, muſt fall 
a facrifice to his il fortune. Yet how 

it had occurred he could not divine — | 

| Wraptin theſe melancholy reflections, 
he walked on ar mey came to the t re- 


+ 
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mains of the old palace, a building 
- which had long been converted 1 into a 
priſon, for which uſe one would have. 
thought, from its appearance, . it had : 


been originally deſigned. 
In an outward apartment belonging 


to this place, the guard which had con- 


ducted Rugiero hither. halted; and de - 
poſited their arms; and this faithful. 
ſervant was ordered to follow the com- 
mander of the party, who led him into 
a dark and intricate paſſage, while the 


perſon who had preferred the accuſa- 


tion againſt him kept warily behind 
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ftrong doors, of which the commander 
h poſſeſſed the keys. At length they 
deſcended by the winding ſtaircaſe of 
a turret, and paſling a long and narrow 
| arched vault, lighted by two dim lamps, 
: began to aſcend in the ſame manner. 
Aſter aſcending for ſome time, the 


guide halted, and, opening a door, 
Introduced Rugiero to a ſmall ſtrong 
ſquare room, which ſeemed to admit 
the light in the day by one ſmall caſe- 
ment, opened in a wall of immenſe 3 


thickneſs. In ſhort, it ſeemed a place 


2 of confinement for priſoners of a bet- 

; ter order, who were not en to be 
5 way rigidly dealrwith. a 
2 33 
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In this room, at cable, on which 
burned two tapers, fat a young man, 
plainly dreſt, who ſeemed, as it ap- 


peared to Rugiero upon entering, in 
the act of painting his face by a look- 


 ing-glaſs which ſtood on the table; 


while another perſon, of about his own 
ſtature, ſtood at his elbow, aſſiſting 
him in the employment. | 


Such an employment, in ſuch 8 
ation, could not fail to ſtrike Rugiero., 
The young man aroſe. ſuddenly upon 
their entrance, and, taking his cloak 
and. hat from his attendant, ſeemed to 

await their orders. | | 


ſ 


Rugiero 
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Rugiero had now an opportunity of 
viewing him. He ſeemed very young, 
of an elegant form, and brown com- 
plexion, his hair very much overſha-- 
dowed his face, and, as well as his eye- 
brows, was remarkably dark. 


* guide accoſted him 1 re- 
ſpectfully, and, taking off his hat, told 
him that the time was come. The young 
man's ſervant upon this took up a ſmall 
cloak bag, which was delivered to 
Rugiero, and attended his maſter, who 
followed the conductor to the guard 
toom. The eſcort who had conducted 
auger. o this place, refumed their 


arms, 
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arms, and proceeded towards the gate 
of the city, at which Rugiero had en- 
tered, but halted” within about forty 
paces of it, when the commander, apo-- 
logizing for the neceſſity he was under, . 
ordered the young man and his ſervant 
to be bound together. The ſame ce-- 
remony was performed on Rugiero and 


his accuſer, who Were, to his Sar pens 
bound arm to arm. 


When they arrived at the gate, the 
commander aſked for the ſerjeant of 
the guard, and told him he was con- 
ducting fome priſoners to a caſtle, 
which he named, at no great diſtance. . 

He 
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% 
He thin gave him the word of the 
night. The gate was opened, the | 
drawbridge let down, and the detach- 
ment ſoon ſaw themſelves clear of the 

city. | 
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\HE leaders of this little party no 
ſooner found themſelves out of 

debt of the gates, than they unbound 
the four priſoners, and ftriking out af 
the road, purſued their march through 
ö a hollow 
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-a hollow way, which in a few hours led 
them to.the ſkirts of AGE 
During this march, Rugiero found 
himſelf treated with much reſpect by 
the perſon who commanded the de- 
tachment, and the man to whom he 
had delivered the thouſand crowns.— 
The latter apologized to him for the 
-manner in which he had been treated; 
but told him, that when he found him 
- unfortunately in the cuſtody of the 
other eſcort, he perceived there was 
no other mode of extricating him, 
than that of preferring the accuſation, 
* . he had been delivered up. 
Upon 
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Upon the arrival of the detachment at 
the ſkirts of this foreſt, they were met 
by a party of horfe, at the head of | 
. which Rugiero ſew the Count Anſel- 

mo. This nobleman rode immediately 
up to the detachment, and diſmounting 
from his horſe , addreſſed himſelf moſt _ 
reſpectfully to the young man who had 
accompanied them from the priſon, and ” 
infiſted upon his riding during the reſt 
of the journey. This offer the young 
man, who ſeemed much exhauſted with 
fatigue, accepted, with many thanks, 
and was helped by the Count into the © 
faddle. His fervant was likewiſe ac- 
commodased with the charger of one 

* * 
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of the troopers, and the party purſued 


their march till they arrived, by a very 
narrow path, which would juſt admit 


a ſingle horſe, at the ſpot from which 


Rugiero had voun detached on the wn 


gy. 


On their arrival, the Count con- 


ducted the young man and his attend- 
ant into the cave, and ordered Rugiero 
to follow. 


On his entrance to the cave, he was 


ſurprized to ſee the lady, whom he had 


leſt with the Count, riſe from her ſeat, 
and embrace the young man with ar- 


N — 
w * 
"IR. , 5 
. | Ur — 
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dour— but his ſurpriſe v was quickly al- 


leviated by the Count, who * hw: 5 
him, © Rugiero, I may now congra- 


tulate you on your Lord's approaching 
happineſs. This,” added he, taking 
the young man by the hand, © is the 
Princeſs Iſabel.” 


| Rugiero dropped on one knee, and 
; the lady ſtretching out her hand to raiſe 
him, he preſſed it reſpectfully to his 


lips. 


„Where, ſaid ſhe to Rugiero, 


eis your Lord? How came he ab- 


vo. I. 2 ſent 
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he well & 


* 


74 ec 8 ſafe, Madam,” faid Ru- 
| giero; © and a few hours will conduct 
me to him. 


xc Why whe nothee?" ſaid ſhe. 


* — 


| 8 to whom 1 had 
diiſcloſed the cauſe of Rhinaldo's ab- 
- ſence, then told her that an accident 
had prevented the Count's attendance, 
. an next 


- ſent ata time Hike this? Is he ſafe ? - 1 


46 My 


+ 
— 
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=— My dear Couſin Eltenor,” faid 
the Princeſs, turning to her, and em- 
bracing her with much affection, I 
did not think I ſhould ever ſee you | 
again. Bleſſed be heaven for this in- 


terview ! 1” 1 


To what propitious fortune,” ſaid 
che other lady, returning her embrace 
with equal ardour, © atm I indebted 

for thishappineſst”. 13 


- © ] ſcarcely,” ſaid the Princtſs, 5 


* know myſelf. You remember, my 

dear Couſin, that, on the day preceding 

that * when it was agreed that! 
L 2 ſhould 


** * — by 7 


- - 0 
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mould attempt my eſeape from the de- 
teſted addreſſes of the ſon of the Count 
St. Amand, I was cloſely confined to 
my chamber. The cauſe of that con- 
finement was the rumour of a plot to 
| reſtore my father to his throne. Of my (| 
eſcape I know little. 1 was alarmed 
iby the cry of fire: I heard a con- 
faſed noiſe at my door, which was ſud- 
denly opened. 1 was conveyed, with 
my faithful Barbara, to a room · in the 
old palace, whither, late laſt night, the 
diſguiſes in chich we now appear were 
conveyed to us. Ah! Count Anſel- 
mo, continued the Princeſs, © Tell 
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me, I intreat you, my father! is he 
ſafe ?” 8 


He is, Madam,” fiid Anſelmo; 
« it was not thought proper, till this 
effort was made, to draw him from his 
retirement. The project of making 

ourſelves maſters of the perſon of your 
uncle, and thus ſecuring the capital, 
was entruſted but to few. Rhinaldo 
was among them. You will, I know, 
pardon him, that he did not confide to 
you the whole of our project. Such. 
a confidence. he knew, from. the deli- 
cacy of your ſituation, could alone be 
attended with pain, anxiety, and even- 

L 3 tually, 
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| tually, perhaps, with danger to your 

perſon. As Rhinaldo could not ap- 
pear in the capital with ſafety, it was 
reſolved that he ſhould not join us till 
our project was ripe for execution, and 
chat then he ſhould enter the town pri- 
vuately, and meet one of our party at a 
place appointed. If any thing had hap- 
pened to diſconcert our meaſures, at a 
word given by the perſon appointed to 

meet him, Rhinaldo was to take horſe 
and fly to bring up ſome troops, who 
are collected on the frontiers; if no- 
thing had happened, he was to join us. 
Rugiero attended us in his place, and, 
wexiving the word intended for his 


, 
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lord, was conducted to us, for we did 

not then ſuſpect, what we afterwards 
proved, that our plot had been diſco- 
vered. As to your own eſcape, it was. 
effected by a ſerjeant of Aſtolpho's. 
guard, who. had formerly ſerved yout 
father, and was attached to- us. He 
had been informed of your confine- 
ment, and projected, with an officer of * 
our party, the plan for your eſcape, | 
which was ſpeedily communicated to: 
me. In the midſt of the confuſion, 
which occurred in the palace, he con- 
trived to ſet fire to the chamber ad- 
joining to yours, and prevailing « on the 
guard, which was ſet over you; to open 


„ vous 
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your doors, he- entered. with his own 
men, and, under pretence of convey- 
ing you to. your uncle, lodged you in 
the old palace. But if you wiſh to learn 
the ſtory from his own mouth, here 


he 1s.” 8 


At that inſtant the commander of the 
party, which had eſcorted Iſabel to this 
retirement, entered. ; 


I Tfabelaroſe. At leaſt, faid ſhe, 

J ought to expreſs my obligations to 
him.“ She now began to thank the 
ſerjeant for his conduet hen he in- 
terrupted her ſuddenly. Amy 


- 


cc Lady, 


„„ —_——— nn ng 
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Lady,“ faid he; © this is no time 
for compliments. Heaven: grant that 
you may yet be in . | 


« My Lord," ” faid he to the ca 


« your ſcouts bring us but. ſcuryy i in- 
telligence. Several ſoldiers have been 


diſcovered making through the thick - - 


eſt of the wood in different parts, and 


there is reaſon to think we are diſ- 


covered.” 8 * 4 
Alarmed at this intelligence „ Anſel- 
mo aroſe, and walked haſtily towards 
the mouth * the cave. He had ſcarce- 
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| had been out to reconnoitre, b 
fuddenly thro” eee 
wood, by which Anſelmo had conduct- 
ed Tfabel to the cave, and riding haſtily 
up to the Count, told him, that from. 
an eminence he had diſcerned a large 
party, conſiſting both of infantry and 
cavalry, marching towards the ſkirts 
of the foreſt, and that a detachment of 
3 andy vyonthe fg: 
in the wood. | 


There was not nom much time for 
debate. It was ſuddenly reſolved that 
Anſelmo, with a choſen party, mount- 
ed on the beſt horſes they had, and 


— — THE. 5% 
carrying with them the little ſtock of 
proviſions which they had already been 


enabled to procure, conſiſting chiefly 


of the fleſh of ſome wild goats, ſhould: 
immediately retire thro* the foreſt, -in. 


order either to gain ſome ſtation where 
their friends were aſſembled, or to fall 
in with the troops, which they hoped 


were already on their march from the 


| frontiers; while Rugiero and the fer- 


geant ſhould form a kind of rear guard 
with the foot to cover their retreat, and 


check the enemy's horſe, who could 
alone hope to overtake them. 


This 
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This check they had no doubt they 
could effectually give, favoured as they 
were by the inacceſſible nature of the 
ground, and their reſolve was no ſooner 
© formed than executed. Iſabel, her 
Couſin, and ſervant, were mounted, 
and, eſcorted by Count Anſelmo and 
2a choſen party of horſe, filed through 
the narrow path ; Rugiero and the ſer- 
geant, with a party of foot, having firſt 
reconnoitered it, and ſecured the out- ; 


| 
let, which opened into a hollow way f 
. leading to the deepeſt receſſes of the 
foreſt. 5 2 EE SP 
ET "ov 1 We Our 
4 f 
" 
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Our fugitives had not long gained 
this road, when Rugiero perceived a 
ſmall detachment of horſe advancing 
from the oppoſite part of the road 
which led towards the city. Upon 
their approach, he threw his party into 
the woods on each ſide of the road, 
who made ſuch uſe of their fire arms 
and arrows, that the horſemen finding 
them effectually ſecured from their at- 
tacks by the thickneſs of the wood, 


ſoon judged t prudent to retreat, and 


give up any farther purſuit till their 
infantry ſhould arrive. During this 
time, Rugiero and his party gradually 


retreated aſter the Count, and had ſoun 
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the ſatisfaction to find themſelveswhol« 
— 5 
| They puſhed forward with as muck. 
3 ſpeed as they were able to make, till 
5 the ſhades of night, which fell heavily 
and deeply over the foreſt, in ſome 
meaſure arreſted their progreſs. They 

were then compelled to procced at a 
| flower pace, for which they, however, | 
felt ſomewhat conſoled, by the reflec- 
tion that their purſuers, if they were 
yet purſued, were equally impeded by | 

the cauſe which obſtructed them. The 
night now grew darker, and, amidſt 
A 
chick 
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thick and lofty branches of the trees, 
they found it extremely difficult to di 
cern the path before them, in which 
they were alone guided by the deep 
and rugged banks which aroſe on each 
B. 


The wind now aroſe, and whiſtled 
hollow through the trees the gloom 
ſeemed redoubled the rain began to 
rattle amidſt the trees and the thun 
der to roll at a diſtance—while the 
howling of the wolves on every ide 
of them filled the little party with 


They. 


- 


* 
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They knew the ferocity of theſe ani- 

mals, with multitudes of which this 
foreſt abounded ; and tlie darkneſs of 

tte night rendered them liable to un- 
foreſeen attacks from every ſide. 


While they were in this ſituation, 
keeping as cloſe together as poſſible, 
through che dread they entertained of 
| theſe voracious animals, they-perceived 

a diſtant light glimmering through 4 
viſta in the foreſt, and determined, af. 
tera ſhort deliberation, to make — 
it, and procure, if poſſible, ſome fheb- 
ter "nl the ſtorm ſhould ſubſide. 


— 


— 


hone 
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It is mue, chat, by ſuch a ſtep, they 
ſubjected themſelves to a diſcovery, or 
rendered their march liable to be tra- | 
ced, if the houſe from which the light | 
_ - proceeded/ ſhould prove the manſion 
of ſome perſon inimical to their cauſe x. 
but the fatigue and terrors of the fe- 
male companions of his flight, and in- 
deed their ſeeming inability to proceed 
farthet, induced Anſelmo to run all 
hazards, and turning towards the place 
whence the light they had diſcerned 
diffuſed its beams, they found them- 
ſelves in a ſhort time cloſe to the walls 
of a ſpacious and ſtately caſtle. 


- * 
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It was here reſolved that, as their 
numbers might create ſuſpicion, Ru- 
giero, who was not ſo well known as 
the Count, and conſequently was not 
ſo liable to detection, ſhould, with the 
Lady Ifabel, her Couſin, and attend- 

| ants, demand admittance, and ſhelter 
from the ſtorm, while the remainder of 

the party waited without, and ſought 
£ protection from the boiſterous incle- 
mency of the night, in ſome of the out- 

houſes of the Caſtle. id - 


© - I} 


This they might eaſily do without 
detection, for though this Caſtle was 
7 urge 
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large and ſtately, it was a place of TY 
great ſtrength. The ſituation did 
not admit of its being moated, and. 
its outward defence was a wall of no 
conſiderable height. 


| Rugiero. then, with Ifabel and her 
fair companions, while the reſt of the 
party ſtood aloof, ſhrouded by the 


darkneſs of the night, applied for ad-. 


mittance; He had ſlung round him a, 
bugle horn, which Anſelmo had given 
him, with orders, in caſe he found, 
himſelf in danger, to ſound an alarm. 
The apparel of Iſabel and her compa-, 
nion was plain and neat, and Ellenor 

M 3 was 
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was covered with her veil. After ſome 
time the gate was opened, and Rugiero 
begged for ſhelter till the ſtorm ſhould 
pats over. 


He ſaid that his party had been at- 
tacked by the wolves, in paffing the 
foreſt, and that they had been com- 
pelled, i in order to fave their own lives, 


yp to leave their horſes a prey to thoſe ra- 


venous animals. After relating this 
ſtory, they were, upon a ſhort dehibe- 


| A 


with armour. 


The 


ration, admitted through the court in- 
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The whole of the family ſeemed to 
have retired to reſt, except a few ſer- 
vants, who were ſtanding round a fire, 
to which Rugiero and his party ad- 
vanced, in order to dry their cloaths. 
After ſome little time, the ſervants were 
ſummoned to attend their lord, who 
vas preparing to retire for the night. 


Rugiero and the Princeſs had waited 
but a few minutes, before they per- 
ceived the door of a room open, and 
two of the ſervants, who had juſt left 
them, deſcend by a few ſteps into the 
hall, W 
M3 ET " They 6 
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© They were followed by a gentleman 
 drefſed in deep mourning, who ad- 
'vancing towards Rugiero and his com- 
panions, ſurveyed them with ſcruti 
nizing eyes; but what were the feet. 
ings of Iſabel, when in this perſon ſhe 
diſcovered the man with whoſe abhot- 
red addreſſes ſhe had been ſo much 
perſecuted—the Count Rhodolpho, „the 
on of the Count 18 Amand. T5 
bi Rhodolpho, after he had flced Tits 
queſtions of Rugiero, advanced to- 
wards her. She was ſinking with ter- 
ror—he looked at her, but, to all ap- 
| — * not — her, for he 
1 * paſſed. 


367 
paſſed on to her. Couſin Iſabel, whom 
he deſired to lift her veil. What were, 
the ſenſations of Iſabel at this requeſt | 
She knew that Rhodolpho was per- 
fectly acquainted with her Coulin.— ; 
Ellenor, who like wiſe knew him, he- 
ſitated and trembled. He intimated 
his deſire with the tone of a man who 
would be obeyed. 
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Label, inſtinctively, caught hold o 
the horn which hung by Rugiero's ſide, 
and raiſed it to her mouth; but before 
her lips could reach it, overcome by 
her ſenſations, hs Gin and SE es | 

M4 — 


CO CEOS 


| perſiſted in his demand, but leaving 
_ Habel, whoſe accident he imputed to 


X 
* Ru 
. 0 
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This eircumſtance called off the at- 
tention of Rhodolpho, who no longer 


fatigue, to the care of his ſervants, 


when Ellenor, forgetting all Precau- au- 
tion at beholding her Couſin's ſituation, 
| threw off unden and flew to the Few 


Of e n had attended 


mained behind. One of them was a 


9 ; | 
o 4 
By. i e's ſhrewd 
. 
, 
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chrewd fellow, Whoſe ſubtilty and ad- 
dreſs had recommended him b 46 | 
the favour of is | 


2 
| £ FE 


ö The appearance of Iſabel 120 her 
companion had ſtruck him, as bearing 
in it ſomething peculiar. The circum- _ 
ſtance of her ſcizing the bugle, which 
hung at Rugiero's fide, and attempt= 
ing to ſound it, had not paſſed unno< = 
ticed; and the beauty of Ellenor ſo ill 
according with the ſituation in which 
ſhe appeared, convinced him that ſome 
en attended the arrival of * 
7D 612454 
| Impreſſed 
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 - Impreſſed with this idea, while Ru- 
giero, aſſiſted by Ellenor, Barbara, and 


the other ſervant, ' was occupied in the- 


recovery of Iſabel, he ſtole away to 
his lord, and.communiceted him al 


he had obſerved. 


- Rhodolpho, hai by this intelli- / 
gence, quitted his apartment, and re- 
rurncd to the hall, where he untuckily 
arrived, unſeen by any one, beſore El- 


lenor had replaced her veil. 


Lady Ellenor!” exclaimed Rho- 


dolpho, ſtarting back. He looked al- 
ternately at her and Iſabel, who was 
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ll fitting in the chair, The efforts 
uſed to recover her had diſordered her 


drefs—ſome falſe hair which ſhe:wore 
was diſplaced—the water ſprinkled in 


her face had removed ſome of the paint 
which ſhe had uſed to give a brown 
and manly hue eee 24 


Rhodolpho looked ſtedfaſtly at her. 
He claſped his hands together, - and 
raifing them in a tranſport, exclaimed; 
c by. all that's ſacred, this was above 
my hopes The Princeſs Ifabel! At 
_ laſt, Madam, you are mine — nor is it 
inthe power of heaven or em de. 


deem you.“ 1 2 8 
— The 


\ SC %%% —˙ , F 
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The artival of all ſhe: bad dreaded 
could thoſe pine in de Princelowhich 
ner fears had diſſipated. She aroſe, 
and waving her hand, dad to-Rhodol- 
Pho, with an air of dignity, ““ My 
Lord, ee u re 
e e bin n 


1 ſaid 
Rhodolpho to his ſervants.” La- 
dies, continued he, with 2 ſneer,— 
_ «, you muſt be content with my inhoſ- 
| a ——— 


_— Not &, my Lond,” fd Rugier, 
firmly, Since this is the caſe, we 
MEL muſt 


muſt truſt again in to the inclement ele- 
ments; and takin ing Ifabel in one ha nd, 
and Ellenor in the other, he conducted 
them towards the door. f 

On your lives, let no one paſs,” 
faid Rhodolpho to his ſervants, who 


- 


Rugiero ** quitting the hands of 
the ladies, drew his ſword, and ſaid, 
in a determined tone, The man 
who attempts to obſtruct our paſfage, 
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ran towards the door, while Rugiero, 
ſtill facing Rhodolpho and his emen, 


A — 


"6 Ring the alarm bell,” cried Rho- 
dolpho'; and the ſervants flew different 
ways to arouſe the ſleepy inhabitants of 
the Caſtle. 


— himſelf feed from: 
the unequal attacks of his foes, took. 


applying his bugle horn to his mouth, 


ſounded a charge, while the delicate 


#4. 0 4 p 
r 4 and 
of 
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and. trembling hands of his compa- 
nions were applied, with unſkilful 
haſte, to the maſly bolts and bars of 
the door. 


The alive alarms wy the 8 
ſoon n aſſiſtance to their lord. 


1 found his aſſailants a 
He had repeatedly ſounded his horn, 0 
when, to his extreme joy, he heard his 

friends on the outſide of the door, which 
Iſabel and her companions had at length 0 
contrived to unbar. | 
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Count Anſelmo, and his party, now 
ruſhed in, and giving a ſudden check 


_ to the aſſailants of Rugiero, bore away 


the Princeſs, her Couſin, and compa- . 


nion. By this time, however, the hall 
was full of men, for Rhodolpho had 


quartered his company of men at arms 
(which his father's intereſt had obtain- 


ed for him) at his Caftle that night, 
Vith intent to join the king on the next 


day. They ruſhed out in purſuit of 
the fugitives, and .as they exceeded 
Anſelmo's little band confiderably in 
numbers, the lat: er were compelled to 
ſeek refuge in the darkneſs of the night, 
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and the thickneſs and obſcurity of the 
tangled foreſt. Preſſed by a formida- : 


ble enemy, cloſe. at their. heels, they 4 


knew not which courſe to take, but 
diſperſed in different bodies, and ſought 
their ſafety in flight. 


| | 
Anſelmo, who would not quit his 
miſtreſs and her lovely Couſin, found 
himſelf in a few minutes unaccompa- ; 
nied by any man of his party, except 
Rugiero. He ſought the place where 
he had left his horſes, and, with the 
_ aſſiſtance of Rugiero, having mounted 
his little female band as well as he could, 


a VOL, 1. | N ; ; they 
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| they took the firſt path which led from 
the Caſtle, and preſſing forward with 
all the ſpeed they could make, ſoon 


found themſelves free from the noiſe of | 
their purſuers. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


* 
. 


A NSELMO and his fair compa- 

nions had travelled for ſome time, 
Rugiero purpoſely keeping behind, 
that, if any purſuit ſhould be made af 
ter them, he might give early intelli- 
Wh gence . © 
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gence of it. hen the horſe on which 
this brave and faithful ſervant was 
mounted fell ſuddenly with him. 


Rugiero readily extricated himſelf 
from him, but notwithſtanding every 
effort he could make, in vain attempt- 
ed to raiſe this worn-out animal, whoſe 
ſtrength was wholly exhauſted. After 


_ © endeavouring, without ſucceſs, to make 


the Count, who was at ſome diſtance 
before him, acquainted with his diſaſ- 
ter, for the roaring of the ſtorm com- 
pleatly drowned his exclamations, he 
reſolyed to fit under a tree, cloſe. to the 
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ſpot where his horſe lay, and wait the 
approach of day with patience... _ 


In the mana time, Count Anſelmo; 
with the lady. Ellenor, the Princeſs 
label, and her companion, proceeded 
onward, unconſcious of the fate of Ru- 


giero. At laſt, however, hearing no 


longer the ſound of his horſe's feet, 
they ſtopped to liſten—but they liſten- 
ed in vain. The howling of the wind 
was the only noiſe which faluted their 

ears. They knew not what to conjec- 
ture. Every idea they could form of the 
fate of Rugiero ſeemẽd pregnant with 
8 ! to themſelves. They were at 


. * 3 
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length, after a long period paſſed in 
painful and fruitleſs expectation, com- 
pelled to purſue their journey without 
him, which they did in a cheerleſs and 
melancholy ſilence, each of them 
brooding over ideas which they were 
almoſt afraid to communicate to the 
others. 
They were journeying in this man- 
ner, when they came to a more open 
part of the foreſt, a large and dark 
object before them, which they were 
ſoon convinced was, as indeed it prov- 
ed, a houſe. Somewhat revivedat this 
e they puſhed forward, and 
25 ſpeedily | 
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ec arrived at an old and ruined 


In this ancient and diſmantled dwell- 
ing, „ they perceived no ſigns of inha- 
bitants. They judged it on that ac- 
count a more proper ſhelter for the 
night; and though the Princeſs and 


her female companions were not unim- 


| preſſed by terrors from the awfulneſs 


of the ſcene, they paſſed a crazy 
draw- bridge, and, croſſing a court- 
yard, reached the door of the houſe, 
which Anſelmo, nee 
ly . 


> Ws £ 


N4 When 
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| When he had opened it, he liſten- 
ed, but could hear nothing. He was 
the more convinced, by this circum- 
ſtance, that the houſe was uninhabited, 
and prevailed, after much intreaty, on 
his timid companions to leave their 
| horſes, (which he faſtened together) 
and enter the manſion with him. 
The lightning, which had not as yet 
ceaſed to play around them, ſhooting 
through a large gothic window, diſ- 
played to them an old unfurniſhed hall. 
They found that the rain beat in near 
the ſpot where they ſtood, and the wind 
ſwept through the various avenues of 
2 this 
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this uncomfortable aſylum. As they 
were much incommoded in this ſitua- 
tion, Anſelmo propoſed that they ſhould 
ſeek a better ſhelter; and after ſome 
oppoſition, his friends clinging cloſe = 
around him, proceeded acroſs the hall, 
and deſcending by a few ſteps, found _ 
himſelf in a warmer ſtation. He now * 
began to trace his new apartment by 
the walls, and ſoon perceived, by the 
ſtyle of the furniture, and the extent 

of the fire-place, that he had reached 
the kitchen of this manſion. - 


In purſuing his diſcovery, he ſoon 
found out that this part of the manſion 
could 


1 
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could not have been long uninhabited, | 
and began to entertain hopes, if he 
could, by accident, procure any im- 
plement with which he might firike a 
et eee ee 
comfortleſs for the remainder of the 
time which they ſhould * nn 
1 F : , 


Wa not unſucceſsful, and 

it became apparent, to demonſtration, | 
that the houſe could not have been long ; 
forſaken. He found the implements 
he ſought, and diſcovering ſome ſtraw 


and faggots in a receſs at no great diſ- 
rance from the fire-place, he kindled a 
hre, 
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fire, and eaſily prevailed on his ſhiver-. 
ing friends to draw round it. 


It was, in their ſituation, a luxury 
indeed. They wanted, it is true, to 
add to their comfort, the proviſions 
which they had brought from their re- 
treat in the foreſt, but in the late at- 


tack, which diſperſed their party, they 4 
were ſcparated from the horſes which _ 


had been laden with them. They hud- 


dled round the fire, and dried their 


cloaths. They diſcourſed with. ſome- 
what more cheerfulneſs than their con- 
. verſation had of late diſplayed, and 

2 each other on their eſ 


cape 
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cape from che hands of Rhodolpho; 
till, exhauſted with fatigue, ſleep over- ' 
took them, and they fat ſlumbering 
«over the dying embers, 'till they were 
rouzed by a noiſe which harrowed up 
the hearts of the females with terror, 
and appalled even the firm and "IP 
breaſt of Anſelmo. 22 


& 
A flow and ſolemn ſtep, attended by, 


the claſhing of chains, ſeemed to gain 


upon their ears from a long paſſage op- 
poſite to that by which they had en en- 
tered the kitchen. 


Anſelmo, 
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Anſelmo (for the lady Iſabel and her 
companions, breathleſs and overcome 
with terror, ſhrunk behind their pro- 
tector, and did not dare to caſt their 
eyes towards the place whence the noiſe 
which alarmed them proceeded) be- 
held a light gleam at a diſtance on the ; 
walls of the paſſage, and ſoon after 
diſcerned the form of a man advancing; 
ſlowly along it. 

A deadly paleneſs overſpread the 
countenance—the eyes were | hollow, 
and fank—the hair was clotted with 
blood—with which his garments were 
alſo. Ra and the light which An- 

ſelmo 
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ſelmo had deſeried, proceeded from a 
| -aper which he held in his hand. 


© - Anſelmo's blood froze in his veins 

at this ſpectacle. In ſpite of all his 
fortitude his knees trembled, and a cold 
feat bedewed his brow ; ner could he 
arouſe in his mind reſolution enough to 
_ addreſs the ſpectre before him, till he 


was awakened from this trance of ter- 


ror by a fingular phznomenon. 


The form which has been deſcribed 
continued to advance, till it approach- = 
ed ſo near to Anſelmo, that the light 
of che taper gleamed upon him; upon 

e 3 which 

J 
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which he ſtarted ſuddenly, and prepur- 
ed haſtily to retreat. | 


4 1 by this circum- 
ſtance, advanced to follow it; but the 
Princeſs Iſabel and her Couſin ſhrieked 

aloud, and clung to him under the im- 
n of the moſt W terror. 


— 


. * 
4 93 0 


Ar their ſhrieks the haaren ws 5 
turned towards them. 


Whatever thou . a An- 
ſelmo, I conjure thee ſtay and re- 


lieve me from this horror.” FOO CH RI 


11 5 « Anſelmo!” 
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* Anſelmo!” exclaimed the ſpec- 
tre, in a hollow voice, but in a tone of 
— ns 


The voice, hollow as it was, found- 
ed like that of Rhinaldo. It recalled 
the wandering ſenſes of Ifabel. She 
looked in the face of the ſpeaker, pale 

and disfigured as it was—it was the 
countenance of Rhinaldo too. 


label ſhricked and fainted. 


* Help, help my Couſin Iſabel! 


" \ 
| 7 © ' > of a ; . - 
B 1 45 . Rhinaldo, 
1 - | 
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ruſhed forward to her aſſiſtance, -while 


— — 


wonder. 


It was long before the beauteous 
Iſabel could recover her ſcattered ſenſes, 


and longer before ſhe could be per- 


ſuaded that her Rhinaldo ſtood before 


her, impreſſed as ſhe was with the idea ; 
that it was the ſpirit of her departed 


lover which the dad ge. 5178 


Her doubts, Rae at th ſub-⸗ 


ſided, and pity, 1 


ance of Rhinaldo, took place. i 
vo. I. O Pa 


o : ＋ 
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aſked him, with à mixture of affec- 


tion, compaſſion, and horror, the cauſe 
of his preſent appearance; and Rhi- 
naldo, poſtponing the gratification of 
his own curioſity, acquainted her with 
his arrival at the forlorn manſion in 
which ſhe faw him—the death of the 
Count de St. Amand and the diſco- 
very of Count Tancred; after which 
he NT follows: 


1 * BIG lod left us when 
e we diſcovered that the eſcape of that 
ſervant whom he had, without ſuc- 
66h; attempted to detain, was-as fa- 
* a] a eircumſtance as his affectionate 


> 


2 Ng 2405 0p 9 2 5 fears 
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cc fears forboded that it would bs, 
* This fellow went immediately. to a 
c * Caſtle of his lord's, which. is at no 
« great diſtance from this, and alarm- 
« ed the family with the ſtory of his 
death. Before we could ſettle any. 
« plan of eſcape, for which my wound, 
< though it was but ſlight, in ſome 
« degree "ſtill diſqualified me, the 
« houſe was aſſailed by dhe domeſtics 
<, of the Count. We barricaded it as 
well as we could, and prevailed on 
<« the ſervants who remained with us 
e to aſſiſt us in our attempt to carry 
ce off the lady. We were preparing 
« to depart, when a poſten door was 


. « forced, 
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Seed, and our enemies ruſhed in 
® tþ0 us. Count Tanered and 1 
© drew our Frords, in defence of the 
_ « lady. IK no more—T was cut 
4 down—hot did I recover my ſenſes, 
« till I found myſelf loaded with the 
chains 1 now wear, and ſurrounded 
by a party of ruffians, whom I had 
never before beheld, I was con- 
7 1 ducted into the preſence of Rho- 
* dolpho, who ſtood in the midſt of 
4 a tircle of armed men. When he 
1 petceived Who his priſoner was, the 
* hatred he had always borne towards 
7 the broke dut in the bittereft invec- 
7 and he ondered me to be con- 


ic veyed 


* 
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Us, veyed to the dungeon fram which l 5 
had reſeued the Count Tancred. 
There my conductors leſt me. 1 

« heard the laſt door of my priſon 
“ clole—in vain did I wait to hear it 
«© open again Hour after hour paſſed 
| « away—and the horrid ſilence of the 
« -dungeon continued uninterrupted. 
My remorſeleſs ſoes kad doomed me 
4 to all the horrors of a death by fa- 
mine. I ſoon experienced many of 
its pangs. I awaked from my ſwoon 
< to an intolerable thirſt. Chained as 
« 1 was, they had not taken the pre- 
| e caution'to fix me to a particular ſpot, 


A as I ſuppoſe, that I was | 
8 W4.. -- -"« well. - 


> — 


: 
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be well enough ſecured. I roved vii 


my dungeon, raging under the ago- 


« ny of the thirſt which conſumed me, 


& when 1 felt my foot touch ſome 
« thing. Judge what was my tranſ- 


. port, when I perceived this to be 
. part of an earthen pitcher of water, 
«which had been left there when 


«Count Tancred was removed, But 
«7 will not dwell on circumſtances 
« which-muſt ai&t you. My wounds, 
ve thigh they had te ac, Gd 
prove of much conſequence. The 
c horrors of my ſituation gave me 
ſtrength and courage. I ſurveyed _ 
__ iy dypgeen, and by a feeble ray of 
B A cc lebt 


} 
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"Aba which entered at a narrow lip 
< towards the roof, I. deſcried a part 
2 of che wall bricked in che form of 
an arch. It immediately occurred | 
« to me that this had formerly been 2 
door way, and that it might not be 
7 of the ſame ſubſtance as the reſt of 
Abe wall. I ſought again round my 
© cavern for ſomething with which I | 
might remove a brick, and at leaſt 
« attempt to diſcover its thickneſs, — 
In ſearching near the ſtone to which 
my friend Tancred had been faſten 
Ded, I moſt providentially diſcovered 
n dagger which I had uſed | in at- 
22 e free him from his chains, | 
q + 0 4 cc and 


* n 
* Wile 
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« and had afterwards thrown carelefaly 
e by. With this 1 went to work.— 
4 The. firſt brick 1 found much diffi- 
c culty in removing—when chat was 
done, an labout grew lighter in pro- 
« portion; but many weary hours 
* paſſed, before I had made an aper- 
ture big enough to admit my body. 
| « This, - however, Tat length accom- 
« pliſhed, and found myſelf in a dun- 
 « geon more horrid than that vieh 
< had quirted. lt was lower than the 
„ other, d . more diſmal, 


* en are jute a. 


930 


5 
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« that that part of the wall bad, 41 
<« had conjectured, been formerly 1 
h « door-way——but I was ſoon too 
* dreadfully convinced of ie, by an 
object which, when I adverted to 
« my own ſituation, curdled my biood 
4 hich gleamed through the aperture 
I nd made, I diſcovered 4 ruſty 
| iron collar, chained to the wal 
„ hoop of iron, large enough to en- 
« cloſe the waiſt of « man, hung be< 
ce low it, cloſe to the ground—and be- 

* neath Fn Wu 
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in a heapthe ſkeleton of the wretch 
= 4 ho had thus ſhrunk from his fet-. 


« ters. The horror with which I was 


e ſtruck at this ſpectacle, did not, 


* new place of confinement. I could 
« find no door. Alas! upon this un- 
* the only door to tlie 
eon had, probably, been walled 
« ds thine, forever! In 
21 paſſing round this dungeon, I per- 


" ceived the wind blow upon me from 


_ « one corner, and, feeling the place, 


« found that the walls were parted, 
<« either rifted by the bolt of heaven, 


9 k or ſevered r but ſure hand 
„ « of 


© however, prevent my exploring my | 
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e 
*« newed my labour. 
«ble you with a detail of it. After 
infinite toil, for, though more de- 
cayed, the wall at this place was 


« much thicker than the former, 1 


2 « found my Way, or many hours 280, 
into a narrow winding paſſage, thro 


* which I aſcended into che houſe.— 


I proceeded, you may imagine, with 


© extreme caution; nor did I diſcover 


. all the horrors of my former ſitu- 


ce tion, till I found that the whole — 


4 — 


the premiſes were deſerted, and I 
« was left to undergo the fate of the 


« miſerable dem whoſe remains I i 


* had 
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had fo lately beheld. I juſt now 
7 diſcovered the remains of ſome ſalt- | 
«© ed proviſions, of which I have had 
s the prudence to eat but ſparingly, 
and which, perhaps, may not be un- 
| & welcome to you. What is become 
te of my friend Count Tancred and the 
lady, I cannot conjecture. She is, 
I ſuppoſe, carried off; and when I 
reflect on my own fitnation, I can 
CR CTU: 
e c 
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ſo fortunate a meeting. Rhinaldo 
brought forth the little ſtore of pro- 
- viſions Which he had diſcovered. The 
fire was refreſhed. -Rhinaldo and I 
abel bleſt that providence which had 
thus, when Teaſt expected, permitted 
them once more to behold each other, 
and to pour forth the delicate and chaſte 
effuſions of the ſublimeſt of all paſſi- 
ons, unchecked: by harſh controul of 
pride, or the baneful mandates of a ri- 
us and unfeeling fate rn 


* 
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of the remonſtrantes of Barbara, who: | 


had alone the diſcretion to reflect that 
their preſent ſituation was not wholly; 
free from danger, have ſuffered a 
thought to intrude on the bliſs of the 
moment, had not the ſtep of ſome 


perſons in the hall rouſed them from 


this ſtate of oblivious happineſs. 


* 


Anſelmo, ſtarting up, drew his 
fronds and Rhinaldo, wham his. m 


LES LEE EIA 


they could wholly l liberate ; "a ficed 


no longer an-incumbrance; ſeized the 
n 1 n firſt. 


— 
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an en de wald meer wid, And 
ä e 
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en nie whe 
ing towards them, one of whom bore 
«veins bins 


a 


cc 1 ee ſaid he, who bore 
this ſeat ee be is alive I 
vill find him,” N 


ered. Count Tancred! and liv- 


* 
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codit kdvani# Ade abi 
ing!“ e ied Rhinaldo C thro , wh at 
miracle is it chat I am again pertmitted 
ere W dbu 


. 
— 5 V ; 2 21 400 2 
* 


7208 _— ” exchimed Tiicred/ 
c Then the object of my ſearch' is at- 
tained. ble ſſed be heaven for the ſafety 
of 1 Re —_— (99537. . 10 77 A 
But ho could jew. cen re 
ſumed Rhinalds, © the danger in hielt 
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Alas b faid Tancred, © I am in- 
debted for my unhappy” life to the 
vol. . * love- 


— p —_—  —  — — — — ] 
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lovelict—the: beſt of women.}—but 
no. more of, that—the thought is too 
much Oh! let me but live to return 
the boon ſhe gave !—to die for her !— 
but L rave To make thort of my 
ftory—<© When Haſt ſaw you, we were 
occupied in the defence of the Coun- 
teſs. While we were engaged with a 
party, too numerous for any but deſ- 
band ſeized the Counteſs, and bore her 
away. I leſt your ide, my friend, and 
ruſhed to her aſſiſtance. I was ſtruck 
down by a partizan—another arm was 
Kid for mp deftru8ion—the Countels 
—— 4 + caught 
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| exught hold of it—ſhe-pur her purſe 
into the hand of the ſoldier, and beg- 
ged he would make his miſtreſs his 
debtor, by ſaving my life. She pro- 
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miſed the higheſt rewards. - Intereſt; 


or, as I have reaſon to believe: from his 


late conduct, humanity, determined 


this brave fellow. On the inſtant: he 
beſtrode me, fallen as I was, his com- 
rades were quickly occupied 1 in con- 


veying away the Counteſs; and when 


ne found himſelf free from obſervation, 


he raiſed me from the ground, and car- , 


ried me to a private part of the Caſtle, 


-whither, after the departure of Rho- 


| dolpho; he returned with his father, a a 
P 2 woodman, 


n 
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 woodman, of this foreſt, and conveyed 
me to his cottage. I had there ſo lit- 
tle recovered the effect of the blow I 
had received, that I ſcarcely knew what, 
they did ; but was ſoon re-eſtabliſhed 
by the care that was caken of me. Be- 
hold my deliverer—he * reſolved to 
ſhare wa 80 — 


As Count Tancred was proceeding, 
Rhinaldo was alarmed by the tramp- 
ling of horſes. They pauſed and liſ- 

tened—the noiſe increaſed—the voices 
| of men were diſtinctly heard. 


—— 


e We 
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4 We are ſurrounded, 85 a Aki 
ſelmo, '- © Rhodolpho's have 
traced us.” 


« There is then but one flop: to 
3 Follow me.” 


 Ifabel and her companions Gael 
now inured to terror. They ſuffered 
themſelves to be led in ſilence. Ri- 
naldo conducted them up a back ſtair- 
caſe, towards the room in which the 
Counteſs had been confined. They 
arrived at the little lumber room, which 
contained the battered armour. From 
thus place Rhinaldo took the precau- 

3 tion 
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ton do arm bimſelf. He took aden 
me of the ſwords, but they were 

wholly unſerviceable. At laſt he choſe 
a ſtrong and heavy pole- aue, and ſhov- 

ing back the pannel, diſcovered to his 
friends the iron door. This door he 
opened, and bidding che forlorn party, 
which he conducted, enter the apart- 
ment, he replaced the pannel as care · 
88 and e ang 
belew. 


X — 0 noiſe 
they had heard, proceeded, from ſome 
perſons who had purſued them from the 
Calle of Rhodolpho, and who, pro- 
| q 18 e bably, 


i 


by chance have taken that road, they 
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bably, ſuſpecting that if they ſhould | 


would retire to the old manſion for 
Jhelter, or, perhaps, attracted by the 


light of the fire they bad kindled, er 
cured, were induced to ſearch ſor them 
there. a bot oo 


| They formed many conj̃ectures as to 
the number of their enemies; at ke 
ſuppoſed magnitude of which they were 
not ſo much alarmed, as at the idea 
chat Rhodolpho might de among them, 
who had, moſt probably, been ac, 
quainted by his father with the ſecret 


P4 1 


| 3 7 
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of the pannel—a. feeret, as yet, per- 
e ee #62 


| e ee however, as to *. 

ue Rhodolpho, proved on this 
occaſion unfounded. He was on the 
Aucceeding day to join Aſtolpho with 
his company of men at arms, and had 
only detached on this purſuit a pretty 
numerous train of domeſtics, well arm- 
ed, and headed vi two of his moſt 
| eee 1877 

* 2K. £8; che thr 

 Whilechey Rood wrape in a cows 

8 and in a mournful ſilence the 
reſult of them, they were arouſed by 
10 „ the 


"a 
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the ſound of many ſteps aſcending the 


| ſtairs, which. led to the little lumber- 
room. They liſtened in a ſtate of 
breathleſs expectation and terror,— | 


They had not yet cloſed to the iron 


door; nor indeed could its ſtrength 
avail them, as all the faſtnings were on 


the outer ſide. - 


7 


They heard a perſon walk flowly 


round the lumber room. What were 
their ſenſations when he exclaimed, ' 
« We can go no farther this is vert 


us return.“ 


— 
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T bis was aſſented to by a companion 


who was with him, and they heard, 
with a rapture ſcarcely to be deſcribed, 
their returning footſteps on the ſtair- 

_ caſe which they had juſt aſcended, - 


Rhinaldo and his companions con- 


| tinued in their place of concealment 
for half an hour, before they judged it 


| prudent to make any attempt towards 
diſcovering whether their purſuers had 


retired; for, in their ſecluded ſruation, 
they could hear * 


tid T 9 Rhinaldo 


— 
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' Rhinaldo then lowly began to open 
the pannel, when an object preſenited 
irſelf, which induced him to cloſe it 
again with a haſte which ſtruck a ſud-- 
den terror to the hearts of his com- 
This object was the face of a man. 
This perſon, who bore a light in his. 
hand, was aſcending the ſtaircaſe when 
Rhinaldo perceived him, who encou- 
raged a faint hope, that, from the dif 
rance he was at, the taper he bore could: 
not caſt any ſtrong reflection on the 
walls of the room. | 754 


This 
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This hope, however, ſoon died away. 


| They heard a clattering noiſe againſt 
the pannel itſelf, and immediately pre- 


a pared themſelves to receive this in- 


truder in ſuch a manner as to prevent, 
if poſſible, any diſcovery en his 
means. 


In a ſhort time afterwards the noiſe 


ceaſed; and they heard the footſteps of 


this perſon deſcending the ſtaircaſe, as 
they immediately conjectured, to pro- 


cure aſſiſtance. They now gave them- 


ſelves up for loſt, and an hour paſſed 
before Rhinaldo dared again attempt to 
8990 the pannel. He proceeded cau- 

T_T ; 


| 


? 
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tiouſly ; but his effort was accompa- , 
nied by a noiſe he could not 9 I 
for; and a heavy object fell inwards — © 
againſt his legs. This he ſoon diſco- 

vered to be a cuiraſs, which indeed the 

perſon, who had cauſed them lo much. 

alarm 12 placed there. 


This perſon had * to this an- 
| / _ - cient armoury, to try if he could ac». 
£ommodate himſelf with ſome. pieces 
of more value than his own—but pro- 
bably lg pied in his aim. 


4 
, 


* 


Rhinaldo now recovered. fone this 
new an „ and e men 
towards | 
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towards the head of the great ſtaircaſe. 
——— he heard the 
murmur murmur of voices at the door of the 
hall, and found that their purſuers, tired 
of their vain ſearch, were about to 
mount their horſes and retire. He 
waited till he heard them paſs over 
the drawbridge, and then returning to 
his friends, acquainted them with this 
4 n EEO eee 
Upon intelligenee ſo welcome, they 
.quitted their place of concealment; and 
after waiting 'till they judged that their 
Purſuers had proceeded far enough to 
| aire them from. the danger of a diſ- 


© q % very, 


n 
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_ coyery, they ſallied ir m cheſe crops 


walls, and leſt this an nen | 


ever! 1 * 2 EY : | * 1 £T 9" g 47 way 


4 „% o ak 


They had no fooner gained the fo- 


reſt, than Ilabel, throwing her arms 


round her Couſin, and faithful attend- 
ant, mingled har tears with theirs; and 
Rhinaldo and Anſcimo, preſſing Iſabel 
and Ellenor gently to their breaſts, join- 
ed with them in pouring forth their 


thanks to heaven for their ſignal de- 


liverance ; while Count Tancred con- 
templated, in deep and ſilent ſorrow, 
the myſterious fate which volved that 


adored 25 
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| thought the life he had ſo lately re- 
trie ved worth preſerving. If 
. 05 g - ; e © * 
i | | | 263 
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